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Highlights 

 
Population Growth: Over the past ten years, San Mateo 
grew by 5%, to 97,000, half the statewide growth rate of 
10%. The Hispanic population increased by 7,000 people, 
while the white, non-Hispanic population declined by the 
same number. The Asian population also increased by 4,000. 

Diversity: The population mix in San Mateo has shifted over 
the past decade, with the white, non-Hispanic share of the 
population decreasing from 57% to 47% of total, the 
Hispanic share increasing from 21% to 27%, and the Asian 
share increasing from 15% to 19%.  

Age Structure: The age structure shifted slightly upward, with median age increasing 
from 38 to 39, above the statewide median of 35 years old. The share of the 
population age 65+ is 14% of total, compared with 11% in California overall.  

Education: Educational attainment in San Mateo is higher than in California overall. 
Just 11% of adults have not completed high school, compared with 20% statewide, 
and 43% have earned a Bachelor’s degree or higher, compared with 30% of adults in 
California.  

Income: Median income in San Mateo is relatively high at $82,000, 35% above the 
statewide median income of $60,000. 

Foreign Born: San Mateo has a large foreign-born population accounting for 34% of 
the total, compared with 27% statewide. Of this population, 43% are from Asia. 

Note: The San Mateo Public Library jurisdiction includes one-third of Hillsborough. This profile includes 
only the population within the city limits of San Mateo and thus slightly understates the total population. 
All of Hillsborough is included in the Burlingame Public Library Profile. Separate profiles are available for 
each of the three cities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Population by Age



Demographic Profile San Mateo Public Library

1. Population by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010 2. Race and Ethnicity by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010  

White,NH Black,NH Asian,NH Other,NH Hispanic

65 to 84 Older adults

85+, Oldest

Total

Age group

In thousands; males on left, females on right

       Key Indicators

2000 2010

Population Growth

Total population 92,482 97,207

10-year growth 8.2% 5.1%

Diversity

% Hispanic 20.5% 26.6%

% Asian, non-Hispanic 14.9% 18.7%

% White, non-Hispanic 56.5% 46.5%

% Black, non-Hispanic 2.5% 2.2%

Aging

% 65+ 15.1% 14.4%

Median age 37.5 38.9

Households

% Married couple with children 21.5% 21.4%

% Living alone 31.6% 30.7%

4. Population Total, 1990-2010

2010 Change % Change 

Total 97,207 4,725 5.1%

85+ 2,854 510 21.8%

65 to 84 11,126 -462 -4.0%

46 to 64 23,778 4,743 24.9%

33 to 45 20,334 -609 -2.9%

19 to 32 17,917 -960 -5.1%

14 to 18 5,118 459 9.9%

  11 to 13 2,926 45 1.6%

6 to 10 5,337 -133 -2.4%

0 to 5 7,817 1,132 16.9%

Source: US Census 2010, 2000, or 1990 
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 6. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets 7. 10-Year Change in Population, 2000-10

92,482 97,207

 8. Population by Age, Race, and Ethnicity, 2010

Black, Non-Hispanic

-10 -5 0 5 10

Hispanic

Other, NH

Asian, NH

Black, NH

White, NH

b) By Race and Ethnicity

-1 0 1 2
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40-44

50-54
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70-74

80-84

a) By Age

5.1%
Total

Change }
6 3 0 3 6

0-4

10-14

20-24
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40-44
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60-64

70-74

80-84

b) 2010
27%

6 3 0 3 6

a) 2000
21%

Hispanic

Non-
Hispanic

Asian, Non-Hispanic

0-4

10-14

20-24

30-34

40-44

50-54

60-64

70-74

80-84

90-94

100+

Hispanic

85+ 85+

4,725

In thousands; males on left, females on right

In thousands; males on left, females on right

In thousands In thousands

0-4

10-14

20-24

30-34

40-44

50-54

60-64

70-74

80-84

90-94

100+

White, Non-Hispanic

White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Total*

 Population 45,240 2,099 18,153 25,815 97,207

 Share of Total 46.5% 2.2% 18.7% 26.6% 100.0%

 % 65+ 20.8% 14.0% 14.1% 5.1% 14.4%

 % 20-64 62.0% 67.4% 69.4% 62.3% 62.9%

  % under 5 4.9% 3.9% 5.4% 9.6% 6.8%

 9. Age Mix by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 11. Household Language, 2005-09

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted 
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10. Foreign Born, 2005-09

2 1 0 1 2 2 1 0 1 2

16%

21%

43%

13%

7%
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20%

40%
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Region of Origin

30,643
31.5%% Foreign Born:

Other

Other 
Latin 

America

Asia

Europe

Mexico

11%

28%

61%

Linguistically Isolated**

At least one other language and English

English only

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Total Wh,
NH

Bl,
NH

As,
NH

Oth,
NH

Hisp

20-64
Working 

Age

65+
Older

0-19
Young

Wh=White; Bl=Black; As=Asian; Oth=Other Race or Two or More Races; Hisp=Hispanic; NH=Non-Hispanic; ACS=American Community Survey 2005-09
*See pages 5-6 for detail on Other, Non-Hispanic
**Linguistically Isolated = No one in the household age 14 and over speaks English at least "very well"

Source: ACS 2005-09Source: ACS 2005-09

Foreign Born: 

2 1 0 1 2
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12. Household Income, 2005-09 13. Labor Force and Unemployment, 2006-11

14. Household Type, 2010
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Labor Force Unemployment Rate
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Source: CA Employment Development DepartmentSource: ACS 2005-09

In thousands of $ (2009)

8% 8%

32% 31%

a) Total, 2000-10

Living alone

Family w/o
children

Other 
nonfamily

15. Average Household Size,
2010% of all households

17. Educational Attainment for the Population Age 25 and Over by Race and Ethnicity*

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted
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21%

41% Male alone
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a) % of Adults Who Did Not Complete High School

2000 2005-09

Source: Census 2000, ACS 2005-09

*Wh,NH=White,Non-Hispanic; Bl=Black,Hispanic Inclusive; As=Asian,Hispanic Inclusive; Hisp=Hispanic(Includes all races); CA=California Total

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.

Source: ACS 2005-09
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Reference Data San Mateo Public Library

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

A. Total Population
2000 Total 52,260 2,273 13,811 5,165 222 1,484 342 3,117 18,973 92,482
2000 % of Total 56.5% 2.5% 14.9% 5.6% 0.2% 1.6% 0.4% 3.4% 20.5% 100.0%
2010 Total 45,240 2,099 18,153 5,900 140 1,937 344 3,479 25,815 97,207
2010 % of Total 46.5% 2.2% 18.7% 6.1% 0.1% 2.0% 0.4% 3.6% 26.6% 100.0%

B. Population in Major Age Groups by Race and Ethnicity
2000

0-19 9,116 518 2,468 2,008 47 507 139 1,315 6,413 20,523
20-64 32,398 1,462 9,646 2,854 157 884 189 1,624 11,667 58,027

65+ 10,746 293 1,697 303 18 93 14 178 893 13,932
85+ 2,043 40 142 39 2 4 3 30 80 2,344

2010
0-19 7,783 391 2,987 2,510 30 625 122 1,733 8,399 22,070

20-64 28,032 1,414 12,607 3,015 94 1,153 203 1,565 16,089 61,157
65+ 9,425 294 2,559 375 16 159 19 181 1,327 13,980
85+ 2,173 55 421 40 2 10 3 25 165 2,854

C. Age Mix for Each Racial and Ethnic Group
2000

0-19 17.4% 22.8% 17.9% 38.9% 21.2% 34.2% 40.6% 42.2% 33.8% 22.2%
20-64 62.0% 64.3% 69.8% 55.3% 70.7% 59.6% 55.3% 52.1% 61.5% 62.7%

65+ 20.6% 12.9% 12.3% 5.9% 8.1% 6.3% 4.1% 5.7% 4.7% 15.1%
85+ 3.9% 1.8% 1.0% 0.8% 0.9% 0.3% 0.9% 1.0% 0.4% 2.5%

2010
0-19 17.2% 18.6% 16.5% 42.5% 21.4% 32.3% 35.5% 49.8% 32.5% 22.7%

20-64 62.0% 67.4% 69.4% 51.1% 67.1% 59.5% 59.0% 45.0% 62.3% 62.9%

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic
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65+ 20.8% 14.0% 14.1% 6.4% 11.4% 8.2% 5.5% 5.2% 5.1% 14.4%
85+ 4.8% 2.6% 2.3% 0.7% 1.4% 0.5% 0.9% 0.7% 0.6% 2.9%

D. Racial and Ethnic Mix for Each Age Group
2000

0-19 44.4% 2.5% 12.0% 9.8% 0.2% 2.5% 0.7% 6.4% 31.2% 100.0%
20-64 55.8% 2.5% 16.6% 4.9% 0.3% 1.5% 0.3% 2.8% 20.1% 100.0%

65+ 77.1% 2.1% 12.2% 2.2% 0.1% 0.7% 0.1% 1.3% 6.4% 100.0%
85+ 87.2% 1.7% 6.1% 1.7% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 1.3% 3.4% 100.0%

2010
0-19 35.3% 1.8% 13.5% 11.4% 0.1% 2.8% 0.6% 7.9% 38.1% 100.0%

20-64 45.8% 2.3% 20.6% 4.9% 0.2% 1.9% 0.3% 2.6% 26.3% 100.0%
65+ 67.4% 2.1% 18.3% 2.7% 0.1% 1.1% 0.1% 1.3% 9.5% 100.0%
85+ 76.1% 1.9% 14.8% 1.4% 0.1% 0.4% 0.1% 0.9% 5.8% 100.0%

E. Population Growth
2000-10, Change

0-19 -1,333 -127 519 502 -17 118 -17 418 1,986 1,547
20-64 -4,366 -48 2,961 161 -63 269 14 -59 4,422 3,130

65+ -1,321 1 862 72 -2 66 5 3 434 48
85+ 130 15 279 1 0 6 0 -5 85 510

Total -7,020 -174 4,342 735 -82 453 2 362 6,842 4,725

2000-10, % Change
0-19 -14.6% -24.5% 21.0% 25.0% -36.2% 23.3% -12.2% 31.8% 31.0% 7.5%

20-64 -13.5% -3.3% 30.7% 5.6% -40.1% 30.4% 7.4% -3.6% 37.9% 5.4%
65+ -12.3% 0.3% 50.8% 23.8% -11.1% 71.0% 35.7% 1.7% 48.6% 0.3%
85+ 6.4% 37.5% 196.5% 2.6% 0.0% 150.0% 0.0% -16.7% 106.3% 21.8%

Total -13.4% -7.7% 31.4% 14.2% -36.9% 30.5% 0.6% 11.6% 36.1% 5.1%
Source: US Census 2010, 2000
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Reference Data, continued San Mateo Public Library

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

F. Population by Library-Defined Age Groups, 2010
0-5 2,658 89 1,131 993 12 199 53 729 2,946 7,817

6-10 1,931 97 678 622 5 139 32 446 2,009 5,337
11-13 1,089 49 396 304 4 81 11 208 1,088 2,926
14-18 1,842 129 682 511 8 173 24 306 1,954 5,118
19-32 5,962 335 3,527 1,181 25 419 80 657 6,912 17,917
33-45 8,686 452 4,677 930 23 346 75 486 5,589 20,334
46-64 13,647 654 4,503 984 47 421 50 466 3,990 23,778
65-84 7,252 239 2,138 335 14 149 16 156 1,162 11,126

85+ 2,173 55 421 40 2 10 3 25 165 2,854
Total 45,240 2,099 18,153 5,900 140 1,937 344 3,479 25,815 97,207

G. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets, 2010
0-4 2,237 81 973 825 11 163 46 605 2,471 6,587
5-9 1,986 90 708 676 4 147 34 491 2,102 5,562

10-14 1,821 90 681 527 7 136 18 366 1,847 4,966
15-19 1,739 130 625 482 8 179 24 271 1,979 4,955
20-24 1,595 108 759 388 10 154 15 209 2,249 5,099
25-29 2,424 103 1,506 449 8 158 33 250 2,665 7,147
30-34 2,796 155 2,001 424 10 124 45 245 2,590 7,966
35-39 3,304 163 1,989 362 6 124 39 193 2,325 8,143
40-44 3,522 190 1,565 338 12 145 16 165 1,901 7,516
45-49 3,828 203 1,379 350 12 145 24 169 1,581 7,341
50-54 3,893 172 1,285 303 18 126 10 149 1,250 6,903
55-59 3,583 180 1,140 226 15 96 12 103 895 6,024
60-64 3,087 140 983 175 3 81 9 82 633 5,018
65-69 2,350 84 703 119 8 50 5 56 459 3,715
70-74 1,686 77 580 95 2 43 6 44 337 2,775
75 79 1 575 49 460 77 2 41 2 32 204 2 365

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population 

2010
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75-79 1,575 49 460 77 2 41 2 32 204 2,365
80-84 1,641 29 395 44 2 15 3 24 162 2,271
85-89 1,334 36 283 26 1 8 1 16 103 1,782
90-94 592 15 112 9 0 2 2 5 48 776
95-99 218 2 25 5 1 0 0 4 11 261
100+ 29 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 35
Total 45,240 2,099 18,153 5,900 140 1,937 344 3,479 25,815 97,207

H. Median Age, 2000-10
White, 

Non- 
Hispanic 

Black, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Asian, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Some
Other Race, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Two or More
Races, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

2000 42.7 38.6 36.4 31.8 30.3 27.0 25.3 27.9 37.5
2010 46.6 42.4 39.5 29.7 30.7 28.6 21.7 29.3 38.9

Source: US Census 2010, 2000

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.
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Reference Data, continued San Mateo Public Library

I. Income Distribution, 2005-09 J. Median Household Income by Race and Ethnicity, 2005-09 ($2009)
Range (ths) Households % of Total White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total % of CA California

<$10 1,330 3.7% $86,370 $49,707 $97,089 $66,427 $81,831 135.5% $60,392
$10 to <$25 3,125 8.6%
$25 to <$50 6,036 16.6%
$50 to <$75 6,042 16.6%
$75 to <$100 4,879 13.4%
$100 to <$150 7,066 19.4%
$150+ 7,861 21.6%

K. Household Type, 2000-10 2000 2000,% 2010 2010,%
Total households 37,362 100.0% 38,233 100.0%
Family Households 22,476 60.2% 23,444 61.3%

Husband-wife w/children 8,018 21.5% 8,184 21.4%
Female head, no husband, w/children 1,460 3.9% 1,685 4.4%

    Male head, no wife, w/children 647 1.7% 680 1.8%
    Without  children 12,351 33.1% 12,895 33.7%
Nonfamily households 14,886 39.8% 14,789 38.7%
    Living alone 11,795 31.6% 11,751 30.7%
    Other nonfamily 3,091 8.3% 3,038 7.9% Source: US Census 2010, 2000

L. Household Type by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total
Total households 21,883 1,002 7,307 6,722 38,233
Husband-wife family 45.1% 28.9% 51.2% 50.6% 47.0%
Family with male head, no wife 3.0% 6.4% 3.8% 8.8% 4.3%
Family with female head, no husband 7.3% 19.9% 9.7% 16.8% 10.0%
Living alone 36.8% 37.1% 27.5% 15.2% 30.7%
Other nonfamily 7.8% 7.7% 7.8% 8.6% 7.9%

M. Poverty, 2005-09
Percentage of families and people whose income in the past 12 months is below the poverty level California
All families 4.3% 9.8%
Families w/ related children under 18 years 6.2% 14.5%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present 11.1% 24.2%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present w/ related children under 18 years 19.0% 32.2%

Source: US 
Census 2010
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All people 6.5% 13.2%
Under 18 years 8.0% 18.3%
18 to 64 years 5.5% 11.9%
65 years and over 8.7% 8.4%

N. Educational Attainment, 2005-09 % at each level of educational attainment
White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total

Population 25 years and over 35,490 1,797 14,666 12,060 65,659
    Less than high school 5.6% 15.4% 7.3% 31.9% 11.2%
    High school graduate (includes equivalency) 17.9% 27.9% 11.8% 24.3% 18.2%
    Some college or associate's degree 29.5% 30.7% 22.5% 25.6% 27.4%
    Bachelor's degree or higher 47.0% 26.0% 58.4% 18.2% 43.2%

O. Employment Status, 2010-11 2010 June 2011
In civilian labor force 48,800 48,400

Employed 45,300 45,000
Unemployed, % of labor force 7.1% 6.9% Source: CA Employment Development Department

P. Occupation, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 48,629 100.0%

Management, professional, and related occupations 21,194 43.6%
Service occupations 7,785 16.0%
Sales and office occupations 12,145 25.0%
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 136 0.3%
Construction, extraction, maintenance, and repair occupations 3,516 7.2%
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 3,853 7.9%

Q. Class of Worker, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 48,629 100.0%

Private, for profit, wage and salary employee 33,814 69.5%
Private, not for profit, wage and salary employee 2,995 6.2%
Private, for profit, wage and salary self-employed in own business 1,395 2.9%
Government workers 5,175 10.6%
Self-employed in own not incorporated business 5,136 10.6%
Unpaid family workers in family business 114 0.2%

Source: American Community Survey 2005-09, unless otherwise stated ~Highlights status by county

Note: In the American Community Survey and for US Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.  White, NH
         represents White, Non-Hispanic.  Black and Asian are Hispanic inclusive.
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