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Presentation Notes
GreetingsAppreciate being here at LAPL with Children’s LibrariansTeacher – Counselor – Literacy coach – Curriculum Developer (Bilingual) – Literacy Support & PD centrally.



Agenda 
 Introduction to the Common Core 
State Standards ELA & Math 

Architecture of ELA standards 

Shifts that CCSS represent 

Resources for Librarians 

Ways to support students  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 2 min



Attributes 
of  the Common Core  

Clear and consistent expectations 

Coherent design & depth 

Equity of access to the same high quality 
standards for all students across USA 

Link with 21st Century Skills  

Internationally benchmarked 

Major differences from older framework 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 1 min CCSS are clear learning expectations for English Language Arts/Literacy and Math with clear grade level progressions K-12.They are consistent: what one student learns in the 5th grade in one state is the same thing that a student learns in the 5th grade in another state.  This is also true from school to school.  If your child were to transfer from one school to another, the expectations and learning standards would now be the same. This does not mean how they learn will be the same, or that classroom activities will be the same – teachers and local communities will still decide on their own curriculum.  But it does means that we have agreed upon learning outcomes for each grade. When everyone (teachers, parents, and students) is clear about the expectations we can come together to discuss how to best support the student and ensure that s/he reaches these expectations.



Difference #1 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is not a political initiative. Each state has the authority to adopt standards. To have 46 states come together, regardless of their political affiliation, and agree on what’s best for education in America is no small feat.



More Differences 
California Standards 

0 Student expectations are 
different state by state 

 

0 Developed by state 
educational leaders 

 

 

 

 

 
 

0 Developed starting from 
kindergarten expectations  
= BOTTOM UP 

Common Core State Standards 
 

Same high expectations for all students 
nationwide 

 

Developed collaboratively amongst 
teachers, administrators, parents, 
professionals and organizations 

 

Developed from evidence-based 
research and studying the standards of 
high performing countries 

 

Makes sure students are prepared for 
the expectations of college and career 

DESIGNED WITH THE END IN MIND 

EVOLVING 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time:  1 min



MAJOR Difference 
“My thoughts” 

“My reactions” 

“My personal prior knowledge” 

vs. 

This text, this  
resource-in-common  

we are all sharing, exploring,  
learning from… 

“EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT” 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time:  1 minThis is one of the major shifts of the Common Core. 



Reading Writing Speaking 
& 

Listening 

Language 

10 10 6 6 

College & Career Readiness 
= “CCR”  

ANCHOR STANDARDS 

S t r a n d s  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 2  min for slides 6-9So let’s talk about the structure of the standards. They started with the idea of what would be needed by every graduate. They started as descriptors for COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESSThey were constructed to ACHIEVE college and career readiness, a standard of education comparable to those of high-achieving countries, to reach a level of education where students are ready to enter the workforce or to continue in higher education.That’s the CCR = College and Career Readiness.The ANCHOR STANDARDS describe that readinessAnchor standards are like GOAL standards…The “flower at the end of the stem”…The COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS descriptors for skills that students will need as they culminate their schooling in grades 11-12.What does the mnemonic “10-10-6-6” refer to?(Get them to tell you there are 10 anchor standards each for Reading and Writing, and 6 each for Speaking & Listening and Language(click)These are called the STRANDS – READING, WRITING, SPEAKING & LISTENING and LANGUAGE are the strands of the standards.The Anchor standards are the END GOALS – as in planning with the end in mind.  But how to get to these “COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS” end goals?



Reading Writing 
Speaking & 

Listening Language 

10 10 6 6 

Common Core ELA Standards 

LIT INFO 

K-5 
6-12 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

Every Anchor Standard in  
each Strand has a  

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 2 min From the College & Career Readiness Anchor Standards… the END IN MIND…… were built:  the COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS.(CLICK)They are the ladder to get to those College and Career Readiness Anchor standards…The “how do you get there” are the Common Core State Standards, a framework to reach the College and Career (CCR) ANCHOR high standards of achievement – (CLICK)The same Anchor standards are present for the 6-12 span(CLICK)And for the K-5 span.Again, this idea of building a pathway to get to those College and Career Readiness Anchor standards… (the ‘flower at the end of the stem’)On the way to getting there, (CLICK 3X to reveal Lit & Info) …there are different ways of approaching and understanding the reading of INFORMATIONAL vs. LITERARY TEXTWhat are some examples? (ELICIT:  Literary texts – Plot, character, setting, conflict, resolution,  themeInformational texts – Main idea, detail, fact vs. opinion, etc.)And every one of those 10-10-6-6- Anchor Standards has a progression from Kinder to College and Career Readiness.  (CLICK) The progressions are the pathways to get to the achievement of the anchor standards.   We will be looking at those progressions shortly.So the Anchor standards are GOAL STANDARDS Divided into STRANDS (Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, Language)   (CLICK) And each anchor standard has a PROGRESSION from Kindergarten through College and Career Readiness.



Exploring the CCSS Design 
 

 READING STANDARD #1 
Informational 

Progression of a  
single anchor standard  

across the K-CCR Span: 
WHAT DO YOU NOTICE? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TIME:  10 MINUTES 	Reading Standard #1 threads itself through ALMOST EVERYTHING. It is part of the big shift in the Common Core – the greater focus on informational text.  Standard #1 is CORE 



Reading Writing 
Speaking & 

Listening Language 

10 10 6 6 

LIT INFO 
K-5 

Reading Foundational 
Skills K-5 

“How to Read & Write” 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 
K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

K-CCR PROGRESSION 

Common Core ELA Standards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 2 min So one thing you may notice as we move through the day and learn these standards, is that there seems to be something missing from the Reading and Writing ANCHOR standards – which are based on College and Career Readiness.  They assume literacy.  (CLICK)An important component of the Common Core State Standards – in creating the ladder/framework that builds toward achievement of the Anchors, is FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS.(They used to be front and center = Reading 1.0 = first of the CA Framework standards, which were built BOTTOM UP, as distinct from the Common Core, which are built with the END IN MIND)  The FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS are their own set of KEY Common Core State Standards – and they range from K-5 (not K-2/3 as in the past).What are the foundational skills ?[ELICIT: Phonemic Awareness, phonics, fluency in decoding (reading) and encoding (writing)]



M
yth B

uster 
“The new standards require  

as much early emphasis  
on decoding and fluency  

as in the recent past,  
and claims to the contrary  
are no more than myths.” 

Timothy Shanahan 
 

  

 
Foundational Skills K-

5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Have participants read the quote)There is a myth out there…Some people have the mistaken impression that teaching phonemic awareness and phonics is no longer a focus for us as we transition to the Common Core. This may be because the Foundational Skills are placed AFTER the Reading Standards in the pagination.Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, the CCSS emphasize the importance of Foundational Skills throughout the elementary grades K-5.Take a few minutes to look at FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS PACKETIncludes Appendix A resources – excellent guide for early literacy progression of skillsGood resource for supporting early literacy as tutor, helper, intervention



Reading Writing 
Speaking & 

Listening Language 

10 10 6 6 

LIT INFO 
K-5 

HSS, SCI, TECH 

Foundational Skills K-5 

6-12 
10 10 6 6 

LIT INFO 

Reading Writing 
Speaking & 

Listening Language 

Common Core ELA Standards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 2 min So - To finish out the outline of the architecture of the COMMON CORE State tandards, let’s look at this now from the bottom up.What’s at the foundation? (foundational skills) (CLICK)Elementary grades have moved to the first floor.What’s there? (Foundation, Strands for R, W – with the distinction between literary and informational text, S&L, L)  (CLICK)And now we’re building on top with secondary - Same structure(CLICK 2x) In secondary, there a parallel set of standards involving the content areas (notice specificity of skills in reading and writing in the History, Science, and Technical subjects.  Because content teachers also have the responsibility of teaching and supporting supporting students in the specific reading and writing skills in the content areas (the vocabulary, specific grammar and text structures, etc.)Here now is a snapshot of the Common Core State Standards for ELA – how they create the pathway to the College and Career Readiness described by the Anchor Standards.



21st Century Skills 

Creativity/Innovation 

 

Communication 
 

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving 
 

Collaboration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 1 minThe learning goals of the standards are intended to help students make real-world applications and to adequately prepare them for higher education and career pathways.  The Common Core Standards are informed by standards in the top-performing states in the nation and from around the world. They seek to make our children global competitors by developing in them the skills needed for the 21st century. 



CCSS Shifts for Students 
ELA/Literacy 
 

VOCABULARY and language development 

Regular practice with  
complex text and its academic language 

Building knowledge through  
content-rich nonfiction 

Reading, writing and speaking  
grounded in evidence from text,  
both literary and informational 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 3 main changes or shifts from the current California standards to the CCSS. There are 3 shifts in English language arts (and 3 in math). More attention to nonfiction textStudents using sources to explain/defend their thinking and learningReading more text that is complex (because of the sentence structure, the ideas/concepts in the text, the words used) and using more academic languageThe shifts represent what the standards now expect students to learn and teachers to teach. They are the headlines that describe some of what will change.  Shift 1 – The first shift focuses on the need to incorporate more nonfiction text into the curriculum. This expectation is different from what is typically taking place in classrooms, where students mostly read stories.  Reading nonfiction prepares your children for reading text that can support their learning about the world around them. Nonfiction reading has historically been the type of reading that students struggle with the most, but the only way students can get better at it is to practice more, with support from their teachers. As we talk about building knowledge and incorporating more nonfiction into the curriculum, parents can expect students to see more emphasis on literacy in science, social studies, and history.Shift 2 - As in careers and education beyond high school, students need to be able to respond to, write, and speak about information they read. This seems like a common thing to expect, but many assessments or assignments prior to CCSS did not make this a requirement. Students are often asked to write about their personal experiences and opinions without being required to ground their thoughts in evidence.  Such use of evidence in reading, writing, and speaking is essential to success in nearly all pathways following K-12 education.  



More to Contemplate 
ELA/Literacy 
 

PERFORMANCE TASKS 
 Examples from CCSS Appendix B 

Articles for Librarians 
Marge Lock-Wouters 

Mary Ann Cappiello, Myra Zarnowski & 
 Marc Aronson 

Kristin Fontichiaro 
 



How can you help a 
child in literacy? 

 Provide instruction in foundational skills. 

 Ask children specific questions about what they 
read. “How do you know?”   

 Have them show you their answers in the text.  
“Show me where it says that” 

 Encourage children to read, write and speak  
about nonfiction text  
(e.g., newspapers, magazines, and biographies) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time:  10 minThese are ideas for supporting students with the Common Core shifts in ELA/Literacy at home.As students read, parents can read the same material and have conversations with their children that are focused on the text.�Give children multiple opportunities to engage in reading about things that interest them – especially informational texts (biographies, historical non-fiction, hobbies, sports, science topics, etc.) If your children are interested in games, have them read information about who invented the game, when it was invented, or have them explain step by step procedures to make their games operate in a certain manner.  If they are interested in different historical figures, athletes, or science topics, encourage them to read books or articles that relate to those people.�



How can you help a 
child in literacy? 

 Encourage children to research topics of interest and 
read multiple texts relating to a central topic. 

 Have your child follow step by step directions in order 
to accomplish a task 

 Help them get “word aware” – identify word parts and 
see how many related words in a “word family” they 
can think of or “collect” – attention to COGNATES 

 Nation – national – international – native – pre-natal  

 Nacer – nacional – internacional – nativo - natividad  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As children inquire about different concepts or become curious about certain topics, encourage them to research their own questions by doing a web search and reading news articles or books that help them to find out new information.�¿SAMPLE nonfiction/informational text questions about a topic of interest: Newspaper article/Blog? According to the text, why is ____ important? What do other sources have to say about the importance of this topic? Based on what you have learned from the readings you have done, what do you think about the importance of ___?LANGUAGE LANGUAGE LANGUAGE Development: Precise languageWord families – Prefixes, suffixes, root words – connections to other languages.LEARNING OTHER LANGUAGES (DUAL ADVANTAGE)



CCSS Shifts for Students 
Mathematics 
 

Focus strongly where the Standards focus 
 

Coherence: Think across grades, and link 
to major topics within grades 

 

Rigor: In major topics pursue conceptual 
understanding, procedural skill and fluency, 
and application with equal intensity 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 3 minAs with ELA/Literacy, there are also “headline changes” in expectations and instruction for math.  These 3 shifts demonstrate the ways in which teaching and learning will change with Common Core State Standards to help students achieve their goals of college and career readiness.Focus means making room in the curriculum so that students have time to develop a foundation in the important math concepts and skills that they need to continue learning more advanced math concepts and skills. Year after year international studies demonstrate that the US is behind other high performing countries in math achievement.  In those countries students focus on doing fewer things well, which supports the development of deeper understanding and greater confidence in math.  This approach was integrated into the design of the CCSS.  Rather than a list of topics appearing year after year, over and over again, each year the standards provide a more focused list of concepts that students experience in depth. In the past students and teachers were expected to merely cover many topics in one year, rather than spend time on really teaching and learning to mastery. Coherence is about math making sense.  In the past, students would learn one concept one week, say place value, then a totally different concept the following week, like geometry.  In this process, students often got lost in their learning and were not able to make connections from one week to another, let alone from one year to the next year.  When standards were not focused, teachers did not have the time to make these connections to build understanding. The CCSS are connected in a purposeful way so that students have a learning experience that bridges the concepts they learn within and across grades.  Rigor: In building mathematics proficiency there are three elements-- students need to understand the math concepts (vs. just how to get the answer), perform the procedures with fluency (speed and accuracy), and apply math to real world situations. All three elements are important in developing deep understanding, and each requires specific classroom experiences.  We have learned a little about the shift in English language arts. There are 3 shifts in Math also. What teachers teach at each grade level in math will be less concepts in order for students to be more focused and learn those concepts well. Because there will be fewer topics taught at each grade level, the standards really have laid out how the skills connect and build year to yearBecause less topics are taught, teachers will be able to go deeper with students in their learning and application of the concepts taught. 



Math Practices 
1 Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them. 

2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3 Construct viable arguments and critique the 
reasoning of others. 

4 Model with mathematics. 

5 Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6 Attend to precision. 

7 Look for and make use of structure. 

8 Look for and express regularity in  
repeated reasoning. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 4 min Explain what math practice 3 may look like



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 2 min 



How can you help a child 
in math? 

 Help children practice their math facts:  
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 

 Encourage children not to give up while solving 
problems, to build stamina and develop their 
critical thinking skills. Don’t give them the 
answers - ask them to think of different ways 
they can solve problems. 

 Have children illustrate the math they were 
thinking in their head and discuss it out loud. 

 Have children apply their math knowledge to a 
real-world scenario at home, such as doubling a 
recipe or calculating the area of a room.  
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time: 3 minRefer to Math Practices HOThese are some ideas to support children at home with the Common Core shifts in math.Working with your child on basic math facts such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division will help to improve student’s speed and accuracy in math.  This could involve a variety of opportunities from flash cards to games including dice and cards.  (Supports math practice 6)�Encourage your child not to give up on math problems, but finish them to completion.  This will help build their stamina for solving multi-step problems that they will be required to engage in at school. Encourage children to engage in math games or test their skills with online math challenges that are timed.  (Supports math practice 1)Many student can get the answers to their math problems, but have a difficult time explaining their thinking behind the answer.  Encouraging your child to talk the math out and show their work or thinking helps them to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of math.  (Another way to support Math Practice 3)�  Helping children to see math in action at home creates a real-world experience and application for math skills. Try measuring ingredients, measuring objects around the house, calculating the area of a room to input furniture, analyzing sports statistics, etc. (Supports math practice 4)SAMPLE Math real world problem: Explain your thinking using pictures, words/language, and numbers



Additional Resources 
Achieve the Core 

www.achievethecore.org 
 

 

Assessments 

Smarterbalanced.org 

 

LAUSD 

ccss.lausd.net  

22 
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Time: 1 min

http://www.achievethecore.org


Thank You 
Your thoughts and feedback  
are much appreciated. 

 
 

ALISON PICKERING 
alison.pickering@lausd.net  

 
(213) 241-5333 
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