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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
California Evictions Are Fast and Frequent. By Aimee Inglis, et al. Tenants Together. May 2018. 15 
p. 
http://www.tenantstogether.org/sites/tenantstogether.org/files/CA_Evictions_are_Fast_and_Frequent.pdf 
 
According to California county courthouse data, more than 160,000 households face court eviction 
annually. Unlike most civil cases, 60% of eviction cases through unlawful detainer filings are resolved 
within 30 days. This means that once the eviction process results in unlawful detainer proceedings, 
tenants are often evicted in very quick timeframes. 

http://www.tenantstogether.org/sites/tenantstogether.org/files/CA_Evictions_are_Fast_and_Frequent.pdf


CULTURE & DEMOGRAPHY 
 
White Deaths Exceed Births in a Majority of U.S. States. By Rogelio Sáenz, et al. University of 
Wisconsin, Applied Population Lab. June 18, 2018. 12 p. 
https://apl.wisc.edu/data-briefs/natural-decrease-18 
 
“Immigration over decades has increased minority populations. But … the birth and death rates of whites 
has also been a driving factor. Just four years ago … there were 17 states with a ‘natural decrease’ in the 
white population (meaning there were more deaths than births). Two years later, there were 26…. A 
natural decline in the non-Hispanic white population has been happening for more than a decade in 
California.” Age distribution, recession effects, student debt, delayed childbearing and the opioid crisis 
have all affected white birth and death rates. “[T]he decreasing share of the white population is already 
having an impact on commerce and education, experts say, with businesses and education systems 
adjusting to the reality of an emerging non-white majority.” (U.S. News & World Report, June 6, 2018). 

 
 
ECONOMY 
 
Skill-Biased Technical Change and Regional Convergence. By Elisa Giannone. Princeton 
University. June 2018. 77 p. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SMHoR-INAE1IfTbTPA20AEmJlIATheDP/view 
 
Between the 1940s and 1980s the wage gap between poor and rich U.S. cities was converging. At the 
same time, the country was experiencing major advancements in technology, which shocked the labor 
market. This led to an increase in the wage differential between high and low skill workers. By the 1980s, 
a mixture of technological innovation and a highly skilled labor force drove cities such as Boston, San 
Francisco and New York to greatly diverge from the poorer cities. “This divergence is more than a 
statistical curiosity. It is one more piece of evidence for a shift that is causing some leading thinkers on 
economic policy to make location and geography more central to their work.” (New York Times, June 29, 
2018).  

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
The Summer After Kindergarten: Children’s Experiences by Socioeconomic Characteristics.  
By Jeremy Redford, et al. American Institutes for Research. May 2018. 35 p.  
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2018/2018160.pdf 
 
“This Statistics in Brief investigates some factors that may contribute to achievement gaps in the summer 
after kindergarten, including differences in children’s experiences, such as participation in summer care 
arrangements, programs, and activities. Specifically, the brief describes students’ summer nonparental 
care arrangements, program attendance (e.g., at summer camps or summer school), participation in 
activities with family members in a typical week, and places visited with family members.” The report finds 
wide disparities in activities based on socioeconomic status and other child and family characteristics.  

 
Gender Achievement Gaps in U.S. School Districts. By Sean F. Reardon, et al. Center for 
Education Policy Analysis. June 2018. 50 p.  
https://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/wp18-13-v201806_0.pdf 
 
“In the first systematic study of gender achievement gaps in U.S. school districts, we estimate male-
female test score gaps in math and English Language Arts (ELA) for nearly 10,000 school districts in the 
U.S. … The average school district in our sample has no gender achievement gap in math, but a gap of 
roughly 0.23 standard deviations in ELA that favors girls. Both math and ELA gender achievement gaps 
vary among school districts and are positively correlated—some districts have more male-favoring gaps 
and some more female-favoring gaps. We find that math gaps tend to favor males more in 

https://apl.wisc.edu/data-briefs/natural-decrease-18
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2018-07-06/how-america-learns-works-and-spends-is-changing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SMHoR-INAE1IfTbTPA20AEmJlIATheDP/view
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/29/upshot/one-county-thrives-the-next-one-over-struggles-economists-take-note-.html
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2018/2018160.pdf
https://cepa.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/wp18-13-v201806_0.pdf


socioeconomically advantaged school districts and in districts with larger gender disparities in adult 
socioeconomic status. These two variables explain about one fifth of the variation in the math gaps. 
However, we find little or no association between the ELA gender gap and either socioeconomic variable, 
and we explain virtually none of the geographic variation in ELA gaps.” 

 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
Contingent and Alternative Employment Arrangements. Bureau of Labor Statistics. June 2018. 
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/conemp.htm  
 
Where past surveys indicate the gig economy was going to fundamentally change the nature of work, 
new and continuing evidence suggests that it may not change things as much as expected. “A new 
survey by the Bureau of Labor Statistics found that, in 2017, the share of workers in ‘alternative 
employment arrangements’ (gig jobs and other) was 10.1% of total employment, almost exactly what it 
was in 2005 (10.7%) and 1995 (9.9%). Whatever Uber and other digital platforms are doing, they haven’t 
altered long-term trends…. To be fair, there is no widely accepted definition of what constitutes a ‘gig’ job. 
As a result, the gig debate can be highly confusing. Doubtlessly, Uber and similar companies have 
altered employment trends, but the effect is apparently much less than the perception.” 

 
 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
 
Stormwater Capture: Enhancing Recharge & Direct Use through Data Collection. 2018 Whitepaper 
Update. Southern California Water Coalition Task Force. Apr. 2018. 22 p. 
http://www.socalwater.org/files/scwc-stormwater-whitepaper_71019.pdf  
 
“The purpose of this 2018 whitepaper update is to gain a better understanding of actual stormwater runoff 
capture volumes, costs, benefits, and project performance across the region to inform future discussions.” 
The Task Force analyzed complete data from 32 projects of six Southern California agencies over ten 
years. The results showed that 13,400 AFY (acre feet/year) of stormwater was captured between 2006 
and 2016. Total capital cost for all 32 projects totaled $132 million, and cost per acre foot of captured 
stormwater ranged from a low of $59 per acre foot to a high of $250,000 per acre foot. Retrofit projects 
tend to be more cost effective than new projects. Monitoring is essential, yet is not often budgeted. 

 
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
South Dakota v. Wayfair, Inc., et al. Supreme Court of the United States. June. 21, 2018. 40 p. 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-494_j4el.pdf 
 
South Dakota v. Wayfair: The Decision and Its Impact on States. The Council of State 
Governments, June 2018. 7 p. 
http://issuu.com/csg.publications/docs/wayfair_decision_alt  
  
Behind the Supreme Court Case That Gives States OK to Tax Internet Sales. National Conference 
of State Legislatures, “Our American States” Podcast. June 28, 2018. 18:56 min. 
http://www.ncsl.org/our-american-states/2018/06/28/behind-the-supreme-court-case-that-gives-states-ok-
to-tax-internet-sales.aspx 
 
The Council of State Governments (CSG) filed an amicus brief that criticized the 1992 Quill Corp. vs. 
North Dakota ruling, which stated businesses only had to collect sales taxes if they had a physical 
presence in the state and allowed online companies to sell products tax free. The National Conference of 
State Legislatures (NCSL) helped create the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement (SSUTA) that 
set a standard for the collection of taxes on online purchases. The Supreme Court in South Dakota v. 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/conemp.htm
http://www.socalwater.org/files/scwc-stormwater-whitepaper_71019.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-494_j4el.pdf
http://issuu.com/csg.publications/docs/wayfair_decision_alt
http://www.ncsl.org/our-american-states/2018/06/28/behind-the-supreme-court-case-that-gives-states-ok-to-tax-internet-sales.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/our-american-states/2018/06/28/behind-the-supreme-court-case-that-gives-states-ok-to-tax-internet-sales.aspx


Wayfair decided to reverse Quill and close the online sales tax loophole (noting that South Dakota had 
adopted SSUTA). CSG reports that California could potentially see $1 billion to $1.735 billion in revenue 
gains, but has not joined the SSUTA. 

 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Food Insecurity, Housing Hardship, and Medical Care Utilization. By Kyle J. Caswell, et al. Urban 
Institute. June 2018. 28 p. 
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/98701/2001896_foodinsecurity_housinghardship_me
dicalcareutilization_finalized.pdf 
 
The purpose of this report is to study the relationship between medical care utilization and food insecurity, 
housing insecurity, and housing quality hardship. Using 2010-2011 data from the Survey of Income and 
Program Participation, researchers found that adults who faced housing quality hardships and housing 
insecurity had higher medical care utilization and out-of-pocket spending than those who did not. 
However, there is less evidence of a relationship between medical care utilization and food insecurity 
when all three dimensions of material hardship were studied simultaneously. In addition, older adults and 
non-Hispanic white respondents were less likely to report experiencing the hardships compared to 
younger adults and other ethnicities.  

 
 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 
Automatically Identifying, Counting, and Describing Wild Animals in Camera-trap Images with 
Deep Learning. By Mohammad Sadegh Norouzzadeh, et al. PNAS. Online ahead of print. June 5, 
2018. 10 p. 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/06/04/1719367115 
 
“Having accurate, detailed, and up-to-date information about the location and behavior of animals in the 
wild would improve our ability to study and conserve ecosystems…. Motion-sensor ‘camera traps’ enable 
collecting wildlife pictures inexpensively, unobtrusively, and frequently. However, extracting information 
from these pictures remains an expensive, time-consuming, manual task. We demonstrate that such 
information can be automatically extracted by deep learning, a cutting-edge type of artificial intelligence. 
We train deep convolutional neural networks to identify, count, and describe the behaviors of 48 species.” 
The report suggests artificial intelligence could result in inexpensive real-time observation of animals in 
the wild. 
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