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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
Corrections Realignment and Data Collection in California. By Sonya Tafoya, et al.  
Public Policy Institute of California. Apr. 2014. 
Full Report. 23 p.: http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/report/R_414STR.pdf  
Technical Appendix. 3 p.: http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/other/414STR_appendix.pdf 
 
“The Public Safety Realignment Act of 2011 (AB 109) shifted authority for managing tens of thousands of 
lower-level felony offenders from the state to the counties. With a strong focus on reducing California’s 
high recidivism rates, the act encouraged counties to consider alternatives to incarceration and to adopt 
evidence-based practices…. [D]espite the promotion of an evidence-based approach, the act did not 
require or provide direct support for data collection, research, or evaluation…. We make the following four 
recommendations for improving the immediate quality and availability of county data: (1) ensure that 
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relevant data are captured, (2) link data across systems, (3) standardize definitions of key measures, and 
(4) upgrade information technology systems to make the collection, extraction, and sharing of data 
easier.” 

 
 
CULTURE & DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Race for Results: Building a Path to Opportunity for All Children. The Annie E. Casey Foundation. 
Mar. 25, 2014. 36 p. 
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/Pubs/Initiatives/KIDS%20COUNT/R/RaceforResults/RaceforResults.pdf 
 
The Race for Success index is “intended to provide a single composite score to compare how children 
are progressing on key milestones across states and racial groups…. [N]o one group has all children 
meeting all milestones. African-American, American Indian and Latino children face some of the biggest 
obstacles on the pathway to opportunity.… Asian and Pacific Islander children have the highest index 
score at 776, followed by white children at 704. Scores for Latino (404), American Indian (387) and 
African-American (345) children are considerably lower.” California scores among those states with the 
highest scores for American Indian children. While California scores higher than the national average for 
African American and Latino children, the state is not among those states with the highest scores. 
Further, California scores among the highest states for white children, but falls below the national average 
for Asian Pacific Islander children. 

 
 
ECONOMY 
 
The UCLA Anderson Forecast for the Nation and California: March 2014 Report. UCLA School of 
Management. Apr. 2, 2014. 108 p. 
(Available at the California State Library) 
 
“The economic surge in the Bay Area and other parts of California that’s being led by the tech boom could 
create a ‘superstar’ economy of haves and have nots…. [T]he current drought [of jobs] won’t choke the 
economic upswing in California—although the protracted dry spell could cause job growth to expand 
more slowly than initially anticipated…. [The Forecast] predicts gains in jobs, personal income and retail 
sales in California in coming years.” (San Jose Mercury News, Apr. 2, 2014). 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
From Master Plan to Mediocrity: Higher Education Performance & Policy in California.  
By Joni E. Finney, et al. University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education. Apr. 2014. 49 p. 
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/irhe/california 
 
“California’s public education system has not kept pace with economic changes. Only 38.8% of adults 
over 25 years of age had an associate’s degree or higher in 2012, placing California 23rd in the nation in 
degree attainment. Deep cuts in state funding and the lack of a long-term, viable finance policy for higher 
education, as well as political indifference about higher education policy, have forced California’s public 
colleges and universities to reduce enrollment, staff, faculty, and student services while increasing tuition 
and fees. If current trends continue, the state will experience severe shortfalls in the number of people 
with the workforce certificates and degrees needed to ensure prosperity and social mobility for the 
majority of Californians.” 
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PPIC Statewide Survey: Californians and Education. By Mark Baldassare, et al. Public Policy 
Institute of California. Apr. 2014. 36 p. 
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_414MBS.pdf 
 
“Most Californians favor two historic changes under way in K-12 education: implementation of new 
English and math standards and a new funding formula that gives school districts increased flexibility over 
spending and provides extra money for disadvantaged students. At the same time, most Californians are 
concerned about whether teachers are prepared to implement the new standards, called the Common 
Core State Standards. And many residents lack confidence that local districts will make wise use of the 
money allotted to them in the new Local Control Funding Formula.” 

 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
Unanticipated Effects of California’s Paid Family Leave Program. By Tirthatanmoy Das, et al. 
Institute for the Study of Labor. Mar. 2014. 25 p. 
http://ftp.iza.org/dp8023.pdf 
 
“Our analyses clearly suggest that California Paid Family Leave induced young women to participate 
somewhat more in the labor market than the typical state, but not necessarily more than comparable 
states. As a result the labor force participation rate for young women in California grew more than 
labor force participation rates of other states after CPFL became effective. But further analysis 
indicates additional effects. Among young women, relative to other states, California’s unemployment 
rate and unemployment duration increased after the law, two unintended effects. Re-estimation using 
two placebo methods verifies these findings.” 

 
 
ENERGY 
 
Fueling a New Order? The New Geopolitical and Security Consequences of Energy.  
By Bruce Jones, et al.  Brookings Institute. Mar. 2014. 25 p. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Papers/2014/04/14%20geopolitical%20security%20co
nsequences%20energy%20jones/14%20geopolitical%20security%20energy%20jones%20steven_fixed.p
df 
 
“[T]ransformation in international energy markets … has begun. The United States is poised to overtake 
Saudi Arabia and Russia as the world’s largest oil producer and, combined with new developments in 
natural gas, is on track to become the dominant player in global energy markets…. [C]hanges in global 
energy production and consumption are increasingly exposing the emerging powers to risks. America 
does not escape from risk, but the emerging powers have more vulnerabilities.” 

 
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
Schuette, Attorney General of Michigan v. Coalition to Defend Affirmative Action, et al. U.S. 
Supreme Court. No. 12-682. Apr. 22, 2014. 
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/13pdf/12-682_j4ek.pdf 
 
In a 6-2 ruling, the Supreme Court upheld a Michigan constitutional amendment that bans affirmative 
action as part of the admissions process to the state’s public universities. The decision opens the door for 
other states to enact similar measures banning race-based policies in public college admissions. 
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HEALTH 
 
Trends in Out-of-Hospital Births in the United States, 1990-2012. By Marian F. MacDorman, et al. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Mar. 2014. 8 p. 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db144.htm 
 
“In 1900, almost all U.S. births occurred outside a hospital; however the proportion of out-of-hospital 
births fell to 44% by 1940 and to 1% by 1969, where it remained through the 1980s. Although out-of-
hospital births are still rare in the United States, they have been increasing recently. [The percentage of 
out-of-hospital births increased from 1.26% of U.S. births in 2011 to 1.36% in 2012, continuing an 
increase that began in 2004.] If this increase continues, it has the potential to affect patterns of facility 
usage, clinician training, and resource allocation, as well as health care costs. This report updates 
previous analyses to examine recent trends and characteristics of out-of-hospital births, including home 
and birthing center births, in the United States from 1990–2012, and compares selected characteristics 
with hospital births.” 

 
 
HOUSING 
 
Impact of Oil and Gas Exploration on Affordable Housing. By Stephen Komadina, et al.  
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Mar. 2014. 10 p. 
http://www.huduser.org/Publications/pdf/emad_2014_2.pdf 
 
When oil and gas exploration begins in an area, the affordable housing market can be impacted by large 
numbers of temporary workers. Rent prices may rise due to demand, and lower-income families may be 
displaced in favor of those who are willing to pay more for housing. “This working paper … examines the 
impact of oil and gas exploration on the affordable rental-housing market. The paper comprises three 
sections: the first provides a brief overview of affordable rental-housing programs, the second discusses 
the measurable impacts of oil and gas exploration on affordable housing, and the third reviews how HUD 
[Housing and Urban Development] and state agencies are addressing these impacts.” 

 
 
TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Cost-Effectiveness of Reductions in Greenhouse Gas Emissions from California High-Speed Rail 
and Urban Transportation Projects. By Juan M. Matute, et al. UCLA Institute of Transportation 
Studies. Apr. 2014. 14 p. 
http://www.lewis.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2014/03/Cost-Effectiveness-of-Reductions-in-
Greenhouse-Gas-Emissions-from-California-High-Speed-Rail-and-Urban-Transportation-Projects.pdf 
 
“As California establishes its greenhouse gas emissions cap-and-trade program and considers options for 
using the new revenues produced under the program, the public and decision-makers have access to 
tenuous information on the relative cost-effectiveness of passenger transportation investment options.  In 
a step toward closing this knowledge gap, we compare the cost-effectiveness of greenhouse gas 
reductions forecast to come to California High-Speed Rail with those estimated from recent urban 
transportation projects (specifically light rail, bus rapid transit, and bicycling) in California. The goal of the 
study is to link life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions estimates with full cost accounting to better 
understand the benefits of cap-and-trade investments.” 
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