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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
Playbook for Change? States Reconsider Mandatory Sentences. By Ram Subramanian, et al.  
Vera Institute of Justice. Feb. 2014. 
Full Report. 28 p.: http://www.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/mandatory-sentences-
policy-report-v2b.pdf 
Summary. 2 p.: http://www.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/mandatory-sentences-policy-
report-summary-v3.pdf 
Timeline. 1 p.: http://www.vera.org/sites/default/files/resources/downloads/mandatory-sentences-policy-
timeline.pdf 
 
“Since 2000, at least 29 states have taken steps to roll back mandatory sentences, with 32 bills passed 
just in the last five years. Most legislative activity has focused on adjusting penalties for nonviolent drug 
offenses through the use of one or a combination of the following reform approaches: 1) expanding 
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judicial discretion through the creation of so-called ‘safety valve’ provisions, 2) limiting automatic sentence 
enhancements, and 3) repealing or revising mandatory minimum sentences…. [T]his policy report … 
summarizes state-level mandatory sentencing reforms since 2000, raises questions about their impact, 
and offers recommendations to jurisdictions considering similar efforts.” 

 
 
CULTURE & DEMOGRAPHY 
 
Volunteering in the United States, 2013. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  
Feb. 2014. 3 p. 
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/volun.nr0.htm 
 
“The volunteer rate declined by 1.1 percentage points to 25.4% for the year ending in September 2013…” 
More women, people ages 35-44, whites, married people, employed people, and those with more 
education volunteered than did other groups. “[T]he organization for which [volunteers] worked the most 
hours during the year … was most frequently religious (33% of all volunteers), followed by educational or 
youth service related (25.6%) and social or community service organizations (14.7%)…. Collecting, 
preparing, distributing, or serving food (10.9%), fundraising (10%), and tutoring or teaching (9.8%) were 
the activities volunteers performed most frequently for their main organization…. About 43% became 
involved on their own initiative—that is, they approached the organization.” 

 
 
ECONOMY 
 
Ties That Bind: The San Francisco Bay Area’s Economic Links to Greater China.  
By Sean Randolph, et al. Bay Area Council Economic Institute. Jan. 2014. 
Full Report. 148 p.: http://www.bayareaeconomy.org/media/files/pdf/TiesThatBind2014EditionWeb.pdf 
Executive Summary. 8 p.: 
http://www.bayareaeconomy.org/media/files/pdf/TiesThatBind2014EditionExecutiveSummaryExtractWeb.
pdf  
 
This report examines the San Francisco region’s many connections with the emerging global superpower, 
provides a historical overview of the relationship and explores where the relationship is heading. It also 
gives an in-depth look at the many ways in which the Bay Area’s innovation and technology industries are 
playing a key role in supporting China’s transformation, and also highlights the Bay Area’s leading role as 
a landing pad for China as it seeks to prioritize innovation and expand its economic presence globally. 
Finally, areas of opportunity are explored for continued collaboration, including higher education, tourism, 
immigration, energy and climate, and investment. 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Is Kindergarten the New First Grade? The Changing Nature of Kindergarten in the Age of 
Accountability [Working Paper]. By Daphna Bassok, et al. EdPolicyWorks. Jan. 2014. 37 p. 
http://curry.virginia.edu/uploads/resourceLibrary/20_Bassok_Is_Kindergarten_The_New_First_Grade.pdf 
 
“Recent accounts suggest that … kindergarten today is characterized by a heightened focus on academic 
skills. This paper documents substantial changes in kindergarten classrooms between 1998 and 2006, 
using two large nationally-representative datasets. Nearly all measures examined changed substantially 
over this period, and always in the direction consistent with a heightened academic focus. While in 1998, 
31% of kindergarten teachers indicated that most children should learn to read in kindergarten, in 2006 
65% of teachers agreed with this statement. Time on literacy rose by 25% from roughly 5.5 to 7 hours per 
week and exposure to social studies, science, music, art and physical education all dropped.” 
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EMPLOYMENT 
 
Highlights of Women’s Earnings in 2012. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Oct. 2013. 91 p. 
http://bls.gov/cps/cpswom2012.pdf 
 
The gender pay gap varies depending on the state in which you live. California is among those states with 
the smallest gender gap at 86%. Some analysts are suggesting that the gender pay gap also varies 
according to industry, job or pay structure, unionization, minimum wage, and public/private job type. 
Some states are addressing the pay disparities with legislation such as ensuring equal pay for health 
practitioners (Oregon) and requiring state contractors to prove compliance with gender equity laws 
(Vermont). 

 
 
ENERGY 
 
Urban Adaptation Can Roll Back Warming of Emerging Megapolitan Regions.  
By Matei Georgescu, et al. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. Feb. 10, 2014. 6 p. 
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2014/02/04/1322280111.full.pdf+html 
 
“The study showed that white roof installation can entirely offset the summer temperature increases 
associated with the landscape changes and increased greenhouse gas emissions caused by urban 
expansion. The authors examined six major metropolitan areas in Arizona, California, Florida, Texas, the 
Mid-Atlantic, and the Midwest, and concluded in some areas urban expansion by itself could raise 
summer temperatures 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100. On top of that rising temperatures increase 
greenhouse gasses due to increased demand for air conditioning. The federally funded study’s climate 
models found that white roofs could entirely offset this urban expansion warming, as well as some of the 
warming due to greenhouse gas emissions.” (Examiner.com, Feb.19, 2014). 

 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
Environmental Justice Program Update. California Environmental Protection Agency. Feb. 2014. 
74 p. 
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/Publications/Reports/2014/EJUpdateRpt.pdf 
 
“This report details the progress that CalEPA and its boards, departments and offices (BDOs) have made 
over the last three years in achieving the objectives identified in the Intra-Agency Environmental Justice 
Strategy. The first section of this report provides an overview of environmental justice, touching upon the 
concept of environmental justice, a brief history of the environmental justice movement, and a short 
discussion of significant environmental justice legislation passed in California. The second section of the 
report outlines the Agency’s work in assessing pollution burdens and vulnerabilities. It also describes the 
establishment of an Environmental Justice Compliance and Enforcement Working Group and includes 
updates on the environmental justice small grant program. Finally, the third section provides an account 
of the environmental justice accomplishments and goals of the Agency’s BDOs.” 
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GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
Managing Uncertainty: How State Budgeting Can Smooth Revenue Volatility. Pew Charitable 
Trusts. Feb. 2014. 26 p. 
http://www.pewstates.org/uploadedFiles/PCS_Assets/2014/Volatility_Managing_Uncertainty.pdf 
 
“Large upward swings in revenue can be beneficial if state officials learn how to capture those windfalls 
and hedge against future downturns. Effectively managing this variability from year to year, in good times 
and in bad, requires that policymakers have a firm understanding of the unique patterns and drivers of 
revenue growth in their state. While it may not be possible or even preferable to eliminate all volatility 
from state budgets, it is increasingly imperative to harness it.” 

 
 
HEALTH 
 
Voter Concerns About Risk Factors for Obesity and Diabetes Have Eclipsed Other Health 
Concerns Facing California Kids Over the Past 10 Years. Field Poll. Feb. 12, 2014. 17 p. 
http://www.field.com/fieldpollonline/subscribers/Rls2460.pdf 
 
“[T]he proportion of Californians citing unhealthy eating or a lack of physical activity among kids’ top two 
health risks has grown over the past ten years to 59%, and now far outranks the next highest ranking 
concern, illegal drug use (43%) by a considerable margin. Next most frequently mentioned is the threat of 
violence to children cited by 31%. Other survey findings show overwhelming public support for making 
fresh drinking water freely available in schools, parks and public buildings, and enacting policies to 
increase the availability of fresh fruits and vegetables in low-income neighborhoods.” 

 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Child Care and Preschool in the Governor’s Proposed 2014-15 Budget: Deep Cuts from Prior 
Years Remain in Place. California Budget Project. Jan. 21, 2014. 2 p. 
http://www.cbp.org/pdfs/2014/140121_Childcare_Preschool_Governor_Proposed_Budget_BB.pdf 
 
“A new CBP analysis—the first in a series of briefs on Governor Brown’s 2014-15 proposed budget—
takes a look at child care and preschool funding, and shows that the Governor’s proposal would leave in 
place current, diminished levels of support. Despite increased state revenues, the Governor’s budget 
proposal includes no major reinvestment in child care and preschool funding, which state policymakers 
have cut by nearly 40% in recent years. This CBP brief looks at several key benefits of subsidized child 
care and preschool and identifies policy options for boosting support for these programs.” (California 
Budget Bites, Jan. 22, 2014). 
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