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CRIMINAL JUSTICE & LAW ENFORCEMENT

Jail Inmates at Mid-Year 2011 — Statistical Tables. By Todd Minton. Bureau of Justice Statistics.
Apr. 26, 2012. 14 p.
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cim?ty=pbdetail&iid=4235

Jail populations continued to decline in 2011, reaching their lowest levels since 2002. “The report shows a
decline in the number of inmates for the third consecutive year. In its reports, BJS [Bureau of Justice
Statistics] provides figures for jail populations at midyear and for prison populations at the year’s end.”


http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=4235

CULTURE & DEMOGRAPHY

The Future of Money: Smartphone Swiping in the Mobile Age. By Aaron Smith, et al. Pew
Research Center’s Internet & American Life Project. Apr. 17, 2012. 35 p.
http://pewinternet.org/~/media//Files/Reports/2012/PIP_Future of Money.pdf

“As adoption of advanced mobile devices such as smartphones has exploded in recent years, consumers
have grown increasingly comfortable using their phones to transfer money, purchase goods, and engage
in other types of financial transactions.” In this report, Internet stakeholders in such fields as privacy

protection, technology, and economics were invited to offer predictions on the future of mobile payments.

ECONOMY

National Bioeconomy Blueprint. Office of Science and Technology Policy, The White House. Apr.
26, 2012.

Fact Sheet. 5 p.:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/bioeconomy fact sheet april 26 2012 0.pd
f

Bioeconomy Blueprint. 48 p.:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/national _bioeconomy blueprint_april 2012.p
df

“The National Bioeconomy Blueprint identifies five strategic objectives that will inform administration
efforts to boost the bioeconomy. Key among these objectives is the expansion of foundational, cross-
disciplinary research, which will require improved funding mechanisms that are flexible enough to support
many kinds of collaborations and that encourage high-risk/high-reward research. The publication also
includes a list of current federal life science initiatives and how they relate to the strategic goals.” (SSTI
Weekly Digest, May 2, 2012).

EDUCATION

Revisiting California Higher Education Coordination. By David Leveille. UC Berkeley Center for
Higher Education. Apr. 2012. 15 p.
http://cshe.berkeley.edu/publications/docs/ROPS%20Leveille%20CalHEdCoordination4.23.2012.pdf

California state government and California’s public colleges and universities have not taken important
steps in revamping the governance structure of postsecondary education even as they decrease public
funding and increase tuition and fees in a time of scarce education budgets. Both California government
officials and the public facing higher fees want to know what they are receiving for education that gets
more expensive each year. Universities have been unable to supply this information to the public’s
satisfaction.

The Principal Perspective. By Jim Hull. The Center for Public Education. Apr. 2012.
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Staffingstudents/The-Principal-Perspective-at-a-
glance/The-principal-perspective-full-report.html

Until recently, there has been little study on the role of principals. With increasing focus on performance,
principals, and their effects on school performance, are now being evaluated. Based on a review of recent
literature, this report finds that the roles of principals are changing. Principals have a significant impact on
student performance, especially at the most challenging schools. Principal turnover adversely impacts
schools. Principals become more effective as they gain experience.
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EMPLOYMENT

Finding the Sweet Spot: Green Energy Incentives and Job Creation. By Nancy Vogel, et al.
California Senate Office of Oversight and Outcomes. Apr. 26, 2012. 108 p.
http://sooo.senate.ca.gov/sites/sooo.senate.ca.qov/files/Finding%20the%20Sweet%20Spot.pdf

“[A] safer bet of public dollars is to maintain the state’s investment in the universities and basic research
that feed our culture of innovation.” On one hand, renewable energy leads to jobs in sales, design,
installation, and maintenance. Manufacturing jobs, on the other hand, are only about 20% of California’s
renewable energy workforce. California’s incentive programs aimed at manufacturers are heavily used by
small-scale solar companies that have larger operations in other states. Global economic forces
discourage manufacturing companies from utilizing California loans and tax breaks awarded to them.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

State Budget Update: Spring 2012. National Conference of State Legislatures. Spring 2012. 12 p.
http://www.ncsl.org/portals/1/documents/fiscal/sbu_spring2012_freeversion.pdf

“State fiscal conditions continue to improve at a slow and steady pace. A spring 2012 survey of state
legislative fiscal officers found revenue performance remains positive and expenditures in most states are
stable. And for the first time before the Great Recession, a number of states are projecting to end the
fiscal year with small unobligated balances.... Despite this encouraging news, a degree of uncertainty still
lingers over state budgets. Concerns about unemployment levels, potential federal deficit reduction
actions, spending pressures and global economic events, are contributing to a cautious state budget
outlook.”

HEALTH

“Maternal Metabolic Conditions and Risk for Autism and Other Neurodevelopmental Disorders.”
By Paula Krakowiak. Pediatrics, vol. 129, no. 5. (May 2012) pp. 2011-2583.
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2012/04/04/peds.2011-2583.full. pdf

“In this study, we observed that diabetes, hypertension, and obesity were more common among mothers
of children with [autism spectrum disorder] and [developmental delays] compared with controls.
Furthermore, diabetes, in particular, was associated with statistically significantly greater deficits in
expressive language among children with ASD, although the magnitude of the deficits was relatively
small.”

HOUSING

Housing Costs, Zoning, and Access to High-Scoring Schools. By Jonathan Rothwell. Brookings
Metropolitan Policy Program. Apr. 2012. 31 p.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2012/0419 school inequality rothwell/0419 school in
equality rothwell.pdf

Eliminating exclusionary zoning in some metropolitan areas has lowered housing cost gaps and lowered
school test score gaps between average low-income versus middle- and higher-income students. Public
policies that address housing market regulations prohibiting all but the very affluent from enrolling their
children in high-scoring public schools could promote individual social mobility and broader economic
security.
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HUMAN SERVICES

Veterans Health Administration: Review of Veterans’ Access to Mental Health Care. Veterans
Affairs Office of the Inspector General. Apr. 23, 2012. 63 p.
http://www.va.gov/oig/pubs/VAOIG-12-00900-168.pdf

Information the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) collects about mental health care access is not
accurate or reliable, and VHA overstates its success in providing treatment. The VHA’s measure of how
long it takes for veterans to receive mental health services counts the number of days it takes VHA to
administer an evaluation rather than how long it takes the patient to receive the evaluation. Only 49%
(about 184,000) of evaluations were completed within 14 days, and, on average, VHA completed
evaluations within approximately 50 days. Schedulers who do not follow procedure, and a large number
of mental health staff vacancies, may be impacting timeliness of service.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE

VitalStats, from the National Center for Health Statistics, provides a wealth of statistics about births,
mortality, and perinatal mortality through downloadable data sets, pre-built data tables, customizable
reports, and public-use data files. VitalStats replaces the venerable Federal print publication Vital
Statistics of the United States. For details, visit: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/VitalStats.htm.

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE

Real-World Measurement and Evaluation of Heavy Duty Truck Duty Cycles, Fuels, and Emission
Contol Technologies. By Gurdas S. Sandhu, et al. National Academies of Science, Transportation
Research Board. Apr. 2012. 16 p.

http://docs.trb.ora/prp/12-4674.pdf

According to a new study that examined emissions from trucks in use in real-world applications, 2010
Federal requirements governing diesel engines of new tractor trailer trucks have resulted in major cuts in
emissions of particulate matter (PM) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) — pollutants that have significant human
health and environmental impacts. The authors used a portable emissions measurement system to
sample exhaust from diesel trucks while they were in use on roads and highways, and to compare
emissions from trucks purchased in 2010 to those purchased under the prior standards established in
1999.
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