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This full county profile is provided for reference. The San Luis 
Obispo City-County Library jurisdiction includes only a part 
of the county and is covered in a separate profile. 
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Demographic Profile San Luis Obispo County

1. Population by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010 2. Race and Ethnicity by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010  

White,NH Black,NH Asian,NH Other,NH Hispanic

65 to 84 Older adults

85+, Oldest

Total

Age group

In thousands; males on left, females on right

       Key Indicators

2000 2010

Population Growth

Total population 246,681 269,637

10-year growth 13.6% 9.3%

Diversity

% Hispanic 16.3% 20.8%

% Asian, non-Hispanic 2.6% 3.0%

% White, non-Hispanic 76.1% 71.1%

% Black, non-Hispanic 1.9% 1.9%

Aging

% 65+ 14.5% 15.2%

Median age 37.3 39.4

Households

% Married couple with children 21.5% 17.6%

% Living alone 25.9% 26.2%

4. Population Total, 1990-2010

2010 Change % Change 

Total 269,637 22,956 9.3%

85+ 6,304 2,128 51.0%

65 to 84 34,718 3,209 10.2%

46 to 64 72,870 19,524 36.6%

33 to 45 38,829 -9,528 -19.7%

19 to 32 60,597 9,667 19.0%

14 to 18 17,966 -250 -1.4%

  11 to 13 8,518 -1,096 -11.4%

6 to 10 13,687 -1,712 -11.1%

0 to 5 16,148 1,014 6.7%

Source: US Census 2010, 2000, or 1990 
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Demographic Profile San Luis Obispo County
 6. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets 7. 10-Year Change in Population, 2000-10

246,681 269,637

 8. Population by Age, Race, and Ethnicity, 2010

Black, Non-Hispanic

0 10 20

Hispanic

Other, 
NH

Asian, 
NH

Black, 
NH

White, 
NH

b) By Race and Ethnicity
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a) By Age

9.3%
Total

Change }
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b) 2010
21%

16 8 0 8 16

a) 2000
16%

Hispanic

Non-
Hispanic

Asian, Non-Hispanic

0-4

10-14

20-24

30-34

40-44
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60-64
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80-84

90-94

100+

Hispanic

85+ 85+

22,956

In thousands; males on left, females on right

In thousands; males on left, females on right

In thousands In thousands

0-4

10-14

20-24

30-34

40-44
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60-64

70-74

80-84

90-94

100+

White, Non-Hispanic

White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Total*

 Population 191,696 5,128 8,106 55,973 269,637

 Share of Total 71.1% 1.9% 3.0% 20.8% 100.0%

 % 65+ 19.0% 4.8% 11.4% 5.0% 15.2%

 % 20-64 61.7% 83.1% 65.6% 58.1% 61.4%

  % under 5 3.7% 2.4% 3.1% 9.3% 4.9%

 9. Age Mix by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 11. Household Language, 2005-09

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted 
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10. Foreign Born, 2005-09

16 8 0 8 16 16 8 0 8 16

57%

7%

17%

13%

7%
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Region of Origin

25,243
9.4%% Foreign Born:

Other

Other 
Latin 

America

Asia

Europe

Mexico

3%
14%

83%

Linguistically Isolated**

At least one other language and English

English only

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Total Wh,
NH

Bl,
NH

As,
NH

Oth,
NH

Hisp

20-64
Working 

Age

65+
Older

0-19
Young

Wh=White; Bl=Black; As=Asian; Oth=Other Race or Two or More Races; Hisp=Hispanic; NH=Non-Hispanic; ACS=American Community Survey 2005-09
*See pages 5-6 for detail on Other, Non-Hispanic
**Linguistically Isolated = No one in the household age 14 and over speaks English at least "very well"

Source: ACS 2005-09Source: ACS 2005-09

Foreign Born: 

16 8 0 8 16
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Demographic Profile San Luis Obispo County
12. Household Income, 2005-09 13. Labor Force and Unemployment, 2006-11

14. Household Type, 2010
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16. Living Arrangements
Age 65+, 2005-09
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Labor Force Unemployment

Labor Force Unemployment Rate
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Source: CA Employment Development DepartmentSource: ACS 2005-09

In thousands of $ (2009)
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a) Total, 2000-10

Living alone

Family w/o
children

Other 
nonfamily

15. Average Household Size,
2010% of all households

17. Educational Attainment for the Population Age 25 and Over by Race and Ethnicity*

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted
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26%

38% Male alone

With other
relatives

With spouse

48% 44% 48%
54%

4%
6%

4%

Wh,NH Bl As Hisp

headed family, 
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b) % of Adults Who Attained a BA or Higher

2000 2005-09
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a) % of Adults Who Did Not Complete High School

2000 2005-09

Source: Census 2000, ACS 2005-09

*Wh,NH=White,Non-Hispanic; Bl=Black,Hispanic Inclusive; As=Asian,Hispanic Inclusive; Hisp=Hispanic(Includes all races); CA=California Total

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.

Source: ACS 2005-09
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Reference Data San Luis Obispo County

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

A. Total Population
2000 Total 187,840 4,743 6,342 7,560 1,490 227 365 5,478 40,196 246,681
2000 % of Total 76.1% 1.9% 2.6% 3.1% 0.6% 0.1% 0.1% 2.2% 16.3% 100.0%
2010 Total 191,696 5,128 8,106 8,734 1,367 346 784 6,237 55,973 269,637
2010 % of Total 71.1% 1.9% 3.0% 3.2% 0.5% 0.1% 0.3% 2.3% 20.8% 100.0%

B. Population in Major Age Groups by Race and Ethnicity
2000

0-19 43,660 894 1,532 2,768 350 51 126 2,241 15,483 64,337
20-64 111,378 3,667 4,252 4,219 1,016 165 218 2,820 23,143 146,659

65+ 32,802 182 558 573 124 11 21 417 1,570 35,685
85+ 3,903 17 79 62 19 2 3 38 115 4,176

2010
0-19 36,958 620 1,867 2,979 259 83 104 2,533 20,620 63,044

20-64 118,310 4,261 5,318 5,141 933 248 626 3,334 32,541 165,571
65+ 36,428 247 921 614 175 15 54 370 2,812 41,022
85+ 5,841 23 120 61 15 1 2 43 259 6,304

C. Age Mix for Each Racial and Ethnic Group
2000

0-19 23.2% 18.8% 24.2% 36.6% 23.5% 22.5% 34.5% 40.9% 38.5% 26.1%
20-64 59.3% 77.3% 67.0% 55.8% 68.2% 72.7% 59.7% 51.5% 57.6% 59.5%

65+ 17.5% 3.8% 8.8% 7.6% 8.3% 4.8% 5.8% 7.6% 3.9% 14.5%
85+ 2.1% 0.4% 1.2% 0.8% 1.3% 0.9% 0.8% 0.7% 0.3% 1.7%

2010
0-19 19.3% 12.1% 23.0% 34.1% 18.9% 24.0% 13.3% 40.6% 36.8% 23.4%

20-64 61.7% 83.1% 65.6% 58.9% 68.3% 71.7% 79.8% 53.5% 58.1% 61.4%

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic
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65+ 19.0% 4.8% 11.4% 7.0% 12.8% 4.3% 6.9% 5.9% 5.0% 15.2%
85+ 3.0% 0.4% 1.5% 0.7% 1.1% 0.3% 0.3% 0.7% 0.5% 2.3%

D. Racial and Ethnic Mix for Each Age Group
2000

0-19 67.9% 1.4% 2.4% 4.3% 0.5% 0.1% 0.2% 3.5% 24.1% 100.0%
20-64 75.9% 2.5% 2.9% 2.9% 0.7% 0.1% 0.1% 1.9% 15.8% 100.0%

65+ 91.9% 0.5% 1.6% 1.6% 0.3% 0.0% 0.1% 1.2% 4.4% 100.0%
85+ 93.5% 0.4% 1.9% 1.5% 0.5% 0.0% 0.1% 0.9% 2.8% 100.0%

2010
0-19 58.6% 1.0% 3.0% 4.7% 0.4% 0.1% 0.2% 4.0% 32.7% 100.0%

20-64 71.5% 2.6% 3.2% 3.1% 0.6% 0.1% 0.4% 2.0% 19.7% 100.0%
65+ 88.8% 0.6% 2.2% 1.5% 0.4% 0.0% 0.1% 0.9% 6.9% 100.0%
85+ 92.7% 0.4% 1.9% 1.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.7% 4.1% 100.0%

E. Population Growth
2000-10, Change

0-19 -6,702 -274 335 211 -91 32 -22 292 5,137 -1,293
20-64 6,932 594 1,066 922 -83 83 408 514 9,398 18,912

65+ 3,626 65 363 41 51 4 33 -47 1,242 5,337
85+ 1,938 6 41 -1 -4 -1 -1 5 144 2,128

Total 3,856 385 1,764 1,174 -123 119 419 759 15,777 22,956

2000-10, % Change
0-19 -15.4% -30.6% 21.9% 7.6% -26.0% 62.7% -17.5% 13.0% 33.2% -2.0%

20-64 6.2% 16.2% 25.1% 21.9% -8.2% 50.3% 187.2% 18.2% 40.6% 12.9%
65+ 11.1% 35.7% 65.1% 7.2% 41.1% 36.4% 157.1% -11.3% 79.1% 15.0%
85+ 49.7% 35.3% 51.9% -1.6% -21.1% -50.0% -33.3% 13.2% 125.2% 51.0%

Total 2.1% 8.1% 27.8% 15.5% -8.3% 52.4% 114.8% 13.9% 39.3% 9.3%
Source: US Census 2010, 2000
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Reference Data, continued San Luis Obispo County

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

F. Population by Library-Defined Age Groups, 2010
0-5 8,642 139 327 807 54 18 26 709 6,233 16,148

6-10 7,667 105 354 642 66 24 23 529 4,919 13,687
11-13 5,006 88 192 381 41 8 16 316 2,851 8,518
14-18 11,035 199 577 860 80 22 33 725 5,295 17,966
19-32 39,671 1,311 2,555 2,371 247 102 202 1,820 14,689 60,597
33-45 24,715 1,409 1,353 1,260 227 75 209 749 10,092 38,829
46-64 58,532 1,630 1,827 1,799 477 82 221 1,019 9,082 72,870
65-84 30,587 224 801 553 160 14 52 327 2,553 34,718

85+ 5,841 23 120 61 15 1 2 43 259 6,304
Total 191,696 5,128 8,106 8,734 1,367 346 784 6,237 55,973 269,637

G. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets, 2010
0-4 7,100 122 250 665 41 14 24 586 5,206 13,343
5-9 7,651 105 374 654 68 25 21 540 4,989 13,773

10-14 8,344 135 317 655 67 14 26 548 4,750 14,201
15-19 13,863 258 926 1,005 83 30 33 859 5,675 21,727
20-24 18,499 504 1,389 1,122 96 47 67 912 5,828 27,342
25-29 10,934 448 495 643 83 30 77 453 4,848 17,368
30-34 8,963 472 468 491 76 22 89 304 4,346 14,740
35-39 8,610 487 531 491 86 37 79 289 4,021 14,140
40-44 10,320 583 501 495 88 28 79 300 3,713 15,612
45-49 13,486 660 535 538 128 18 77 315 3,364 18,583
50-54 16,303 548 495 574 158 18 79 319 2,750 20,670
55-59 16,557 361 503 447 122 26 52 247 2,177 20,045
60-64 14,638 198 401 340 96 22 27 195 1,494 17,071
65-69 10,745 103 298 237 77 5 28 127 981 12,364
70-74 7,719 45 217 153 44 5 18 86 689 8,823
75 79 6 521 44 145 88 28 0 5 55 536 7 334

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population 

2010
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75-79 6,521 44 145 88 28 0 5 55 536 7,334
80-84 5,602 32 141 75 11 4 1 59 347 6,197
85-89 3,793 17 85 46 12 0 2 32 184 4,125
90-94 1,610 2 24 13 2 1 0 10 59 1,708
95-99 367 2 10 1 1 0 0 0 14 394
100+ 71 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 77
Total 191,696 5,128 8,106 8,734 1,367 346 784 6,237 55,973 269,637

H. Median Age, 2000-10
White, 

Non- 
Hispanic 

Black, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Asian, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Some
Other Race, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Two or More
Races, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

2000 41.1 35.4 28.6 34.4 30.8 23.2 22.3 25.1 37.3
2010 45.6 39.0 32.8 39.5 30.6 26.7 21.6 26.6 39.4

Source: US Census 2010, 2000

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.
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Reference Data, continued San Luis Obispo County

I. Income Distribution, 2005-09 J. Median Household Income by Race and Ethnicity, 2005-09 ($2009)
Range (ths) Households % of Total White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total % of CA California

<$10 6,568 6.4% $58,723 $60,644 $50,554 $43,067 $55,555 92.0% $60,392
$10 to <$25 16,501 16.1%
$25 to <$50 23,468 22.9%
$50 to <$75 19,422 18.9%
$75 to <$100 12,629 12.3%
$100 to <$150 14,360 14.0%
$150+ 9,715 9.5%

K. Household Type, 2000-10 2000 2000,% 2010 2010,%
Total households 92,732 100.0% 102,016 100.0%
Family Households 58,954 63.6% 63,691 62.4%

Husband-wife w/children 19,980 21.5% 17,905 17.6%
Female head, no husband, w/children 4,828 5.2% 4,922 4.8%

    Male head, no wife, w/children 1,982 2.1% 2,211 2.2%
    Without  children 32,164 34.7% 38,653 37.9%
Nonfamily households 33,778 36.4% 38,325 37.6%
    Living alone 24,058 25.9% 26,773 26.2%
    Other nonfamily 9,720 10.5% 11,552 11.3% Source: US Census 2010, 2000

L. Household Type by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total
Total households 81,850 960 2,622 14,166 102,016
Husband-wife family 48.2% 44.2% 47.8% 53.6% 48.7%
Family with male head, no wife 3.7% 5.7% 4.2% 8.1% 4.4%
Family with female head, no husband 8.3% 13.0% 9.0% 14.4% 9.3%
Living alone 28.4% 27.4% 22.1% 14.6% 26.2%
Other nonfamily 11.3% 9.7% 16.8% 9.3% 11.3%

M. Poverty, 2005-09
Percentage of families and people whose income in the past 12 months is below the poverty level California
All families 6.1% 9.8%
Families w/ related children under 18 years 10.5% 14.5%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present 18.5% 24.2%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present w/ related children under 18 years 26.3% 32.2%

Source: US 
Census 2010
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All people 13.6% 13.2%
Under 18 years 11.9% 18.3%
18 to 64 years 15.8% 11.9%
65 years and over 5.8% 8.4%

N. Educational Attainment, 2005-09 % at each level of educational attainment
White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total

Population 25 years and over 127,788 3,662 4,875 24,711 164,727
    Less than high school 6.4% 29.4% 10.6% 39.6% 12.1%
    High school graduate (includes equivalency) 21.7% 28.6% 21.6% 24.5% 22.3%
    Some college or associate's degree 37.8% 27.6% 24.1% 25.7% 35.5%
    Bachelor's degree or higher 34.0% 14.4% 43.7% 10.2% 30.0%

O. Employment Status, 2010-11 2010 June 2011
In civilian labor force 136,200 138,000

Employed 122,300 124,300
Unemployed, % of labor force 10.2% 9.9% Source: CA Employment Development Department

P. Occupation, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 121,847 100.0%

Management, professional, and related occupations 42,114 34.6%
Service occupations 25,525 20.9%
Sales and office occupations 32,175 26.4%
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1,694 1.4%
Construction, extraction, maintenance, and repair occupations 11,482 9.4%
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 8,857 7.3%

Q. Class of Worker, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 121,847 100.0%

Private, for profit, wage and salary employee 72,811 59.8%
Private, not for profit, wage and salary employee 6,354 5.2%
Private, for profit, wage and salary self-employed in own business 4,691 3.8%
Government workers 23,092 19.0%
Self-employed in own not incorporated business 14,720 12.1%
Unpaid family workers in family business 179 0.1%

Source: American Community Survey 2005-09, unless otherwise stated ProfileTemplate 9-8-11.xlsm

Note: In the American Community Survey and for US Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.  White, NH
         represents White, Non-Hispanic.  Black and Asian are Hispanic inclusive.
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