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Highlights 

 
Population Growth: The total population in Santa Ana 
decreased by 4% over the past decade to 325,000, while 
California grew by 10%. The sharpest declines occurred 
among young people (-13%) and white, non-Hispanics (-
29%).  

Diversity: Santa Ana remains predominantly Hispanic. The 
racial and ethnic composition shifted only slightly over the 
past decade, with the Hispanic share of population 
increasing from 76% to 78%, the Asian share increasing from 
9% to 10%, and the white, non-Hispanic share decreasing from 12% to 9% of total.  

Age Structure: The age structure shifted slightly upward between 2000 and 2010, but 
Santa Ana remains the youngest city in Orange County. The median age increased 
from 27 to 29, compared with 35 for the state and 36 for the county. The share of 
young people declined from 38% to 34%, compared with the statewide share of 28%.  

Households: Traditional families—married couples with children—are much more 
common here, at 34% of households, compared with 23% statewide.  

Education: Educational attainment is significantly lower for Santa Ana than for 
California overall. Just 11% of adults have earned a Bachelor’s degree or higher, 
compared with 30% statewide, and 49% have not completed high school, compared 
with 20% in California. Over 60% of Hispanic adults here have not completed high 
school. 

Foreign Born: Santa Ana has a large foreign-born population, making up 49% of the 
total—167,000 people. These individuals are predominantly from Mexico (79%). Also, a 
considerable portion of households, 29%, are linguistically isolated, meaning that no one 
in these households age 14 and over speaks English at least “very well.” 

Population by Age
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1. Population by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010 2. Race and Ethnicity by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010  

White,NH Black,NH Asian,NH Other,NH Hispanic

65 to 84 Older adults

85+, Oldest

Total

Age group

In thousands; males on left, females on right

       Key Indicators

2000 2010

Population Growth

Total population 337,977 324,528

10-year growth 15.1% -4.0%

Diversity

% Hispanic 76.1% 78.2%

% Asian, non-Hispanic 8.7% 10.4%

% White, non-Hispanic 12.4% 9.2%

% Black, non-Hispanic 1.3% 1.0%

Aging

% 65+ 5.5% 6.8%

Median age 26.5 29.1

Households

% Married couple with children 44.0% 34.4%

% Living alone 12.4% 12.6%

4. Population Total, 1990-2010

2010 Change % Change 

Total 324,528 -13,449 -4.0%

85+ 2,599 559 27.4%

65 to 84 19,312 2,787 16.9%

46 to 64 56,908 15,198 36.4%

33 to 45 62,920 -2,365 -3.6%

19 to 32 77,353 -13,586 -14.9%

14 to 18 28,024 335 1.2%

  11 to 13 16,019 -755 -4.5%

6 to 10 27,058 -7,826 -22.4%

0 to 5 34,335 -7,796 -18.5%

Source: US Census 2010, 2000, or 1990 
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 6. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets 7. 10-Year Change in Population, 2000-10

337,977 324,528

 8. Population by Age, Race, and Ethnicity, 2010
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100+

White, Non-Hispanic

White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Total*

 Population 29,950 3,177 33,618 253,928 324,528

 Share of Total 9.2% 1.0% 10.4% 78.2% 100.0%

 % 65+ 20.6% 14.5% 14.2% 4.0% 6.8%

 % 20-64 66.4% 67.4% 64.2% 57.4% 59.0%

  % under 5 3.5% 3.9% 5.0% 10.1% 8.9%

 9. Age Mix by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 11. Household Language, 2005-09

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted 
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10. Foreign Born, 2005-09
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Linguistically Isolated**

At least one other language and English

English only
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Wh=White; Bl=Black; As=Asian; Oth=Other Race or Two or More Races; Hisp=Hispanic; NH=Non-Hispanic; ACS=American Community Survey 2005-09
*See pages 5-6 for detail on Other, Non-Hispanic
**Linguistically Isolated = No one in the household age 14 and over speaks English at least "very well"

Source: ACS 2005-09Source: ACS 2005-09
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12. Household Income, 2005-09 13. Labor Force and Unemployment, 2006-11

14. Household Type, 2010
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Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted
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*Wh,NH=White,Non-Hispanic; Bl=Black,Hispanic Inclusive; As=Asian,Hispanic Inclusive; Hisp=Hispanic(Includes all races); CA=California Total

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.

Source: ACS 2005-09
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Reference Data Santa Ana Public Library

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

A. Total Population
2000 Total 41,984 4,309 29,412 5,175 886 993 273 3,023 257,097 337,977
2000 % of Total 12.4% 1.3% 8.7% 1.5% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.9% 76.1% 100.0%
2010 Total 29,950 3,177 33,618 3,855 507 826 375 2,147 253,928 324,528
2010 % of Total 9.2% 1.0% 10.4% 1.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.1% 0.7% 78.2% 100.0%

B. Population in Major Age Groups by Race and Ethnicity
2000

0-19 7,308 1,106 8,069 1,987 286 361 122 1,218 109,133 127,603
20-64 26,572 2,786 18,405 2,850 526 585 143 1,596 141,196 191,809

65+ 8,104 417 2,938 338 74 47 8 209 6,768 18,565
85+ 1,249 45 227 26 5 0 2 19 493 2,040

2010
0-19 3,896 573 7,269 1,297 137 231 163 766 98,045 111,080

20-64 19,882 2,142 21,572 2,258 307 528 190 1,233 145,683 191,537
65+ 6,172 462 4,777 300 63 67 22 148 10,200 21,911
85+ 1,140 50 483 29 7 6 3 13 897 2,599

C. Age Mix for Each Racial and Ethnic Group
2000

0-19 17.4% 25.7% 27.4% 38.4% 32.3% 36.4% 44.7% 40.3% 42.4% 37.8%
20-64 63.3% 64.7% 62.6% 55.1% 59.4% 58.9% 52.4% 52.8% 54.9% 56.8%

65+ 19.3% 9.7% 10.0% 6.5% 8.4% 4.7% 2.9% 6.9% 2.6% 5.5%
85+ 3.0% 1.0% 0.8% 0.5% 0.6% 0.0% 0.7% 0.6% 0.2% 0.6%

2010
0-19 13.0% 18.0% 21.6% 33.6% 27.0% 28.0% 43.5% 35.7% 38.6% 34.2%

20-64 66.4% 67.4% 64.2% 58.6% 60.6% 63.9% 50.7% 57.4% 57.4% 59.0%

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic
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65+ 20.6% 14.5% 14.2% 7.8% 12.4% 8.1% 5.9% 6.9% 4.0% 6.8%
85+ 3.8% 1.6% 1.4% 0.8% 1.4% 0.7% 0.8% 0.6% 0.4% 0.8%

D. Racial and Ethnic Mix for Each Age Group
2000

0-19 5.7% 0.9% 6.3% 1.6% 0.2% 0.3% 0.1% 1.0% 85.5% 100.0%
20-64 13.9% 1.5% 9.6% 1.5% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.8% 73.6% 100.0%

65+ 43.7% 2.2% 15.8% 1.8% 0.4% 0.3% 0.0% 1.1% 36.5% 100.0%
85+ 61.2% 2.2% 11.1% 1.3% 0.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.9% 24.2% 100.0%

2010
0-19 3.5% 0.5% 6.5% 1.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.7% 88.3% 100.0%

20-64 10.4% 1.1% 11.3% 1.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.1% 0.6% 76.1% 100.0%
65+ 28.2% 2.1% 21.8% 1.4% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.7% 46.6% 100.0%
85+ 43.9% 1.9% 18.6% 1.1% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 0.5% 34.5% 100.0%

E. Population Growth
2000-10, Change

0-19 -3,412 -533 -800 -690 -149 -130 41 -452 -11,088 -16,523
20-64 -6,690 -644 3,167 -592 -219 -57 47 -363 4,487 -272

65+ -1,932 45 1,839 -38 -11 20 14 -61 3,432 3,346
85+ -109 5 256 3 2 6 1 -6 404 559

Total -12,034 -1,132 4,206 -1,320 -379 -167 102 -876 -3,169 -13,449

2000-10, % Change
0-19 -46.7% -48.2% -9.9% -34.7% -52.1% -36.0% 33.6% -37.1% -10.2% -12.9%

20-64 -25.2% -23.1% 17.2% -20.8% -41.6% -9.7% 32.9% -22.7% 3.2% -0.1%
65+ -23.8% 10.8% 62.6% -11.2% -14.9% 42.6% 175.0% -29.2% 50.7% 18.0%
85+ -8.7% 11.1% 112.8% 11.5% 40.0% N/A 50.0% -31.6% 81.9% 27.4%

Total -28.7% -26.3% 14.3% -25.5% -42.8% -16.8% 37.4% -29.0% -1.2% -4.0%
Source: US Census 2010, 2000
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Reference Data, continued Santa Ana Public Library

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

F. Population by Library-Defined Age Groups, 2010
0-5 1,258 146 2,040 431 44 78 51 258 30,460 34,335

6-10 826 129 1,790 315 28 51 30 206 23,998 27,058
11-13 524 75 1,009 179 21 35 29 94 14,232 16,019
14-18 1,005 193 1,998 313 38 54 44 177 24,515 28,024
19-32 5,923 639 6,923 986 90 229 90 577 62,882 77,353
33-45 4,862 615 6,706 586 86 125 56 319 50,151 62,920
46-64 9,380 918 8,375 745 137 187 53 368 37,490 56,908
65-84 5,032 412 4,294 271 56 61 19 135 9,303 19,312

85+ 1,140 50 483 29 7 6 3 13 897 2,599
Total 29,950 3,177 33,618 3,855 507 826 375 2,147 253,928 324,528

G. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets, 2010
0-4 1,057 123 1,695 377 38 71 43 225 25,553 28,805
5-9 854 121 1,801 303 28 43 33 199 24,085 27,164

10-14 875 144 1,727 304 31 66 46 161 23,915 26,965
15-19 1,110 185 2,046 313 40 51 41 181 24,492 28,146
20-24 1,970 246 2,364 364 36 84 33 211 22,819 27,763
25-29 2,453 234 2,768 380 35 90 33 222 22,683 28,518
30-34 1,936 214 2,317 285 27 63 30 165 20,613 25,365
35-39 1,704 223 2,655 228 32 46 16 134 20,077 24,887
40-44 2,020 248 2,638 213 32 50 23 108 18,510 23,629
45-49 2,343 312 2,238 247 41 61 24 121 15,292 20,432
50-54 2,676 256 2,349 238 42 68 11 117 11,775 17,294
55-59 2,492 230 2,368 175 40 34 11 90 8,220 13,485
60-64 2,288 179 1,875 128 22 32 9 65 5,694 10,164
65-69 1,667 138 1,491 82 19 29 2 32 3,738 7,116
70-74 1,319 133 1,256 88 17 18 4 49 2,631 5,427
75 79 1 085 100 926 66 12 10 7 37 1 740 3 917

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population 

2010
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75-79 1,085 100 926 66 12 10 7 37 1,740 3,917
80-84 961 41 621 35 8 4 6 17 1,194 2,852
85-89 760 25 308 21 6 4 2 9 616 1,730
90-94 298 20 126 5 0 1 1 3 215 664
95-99 69 5 38 3 1 1 0 1 57 172
100+ 13 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 9 33
Total 29,950 3,177 33,618 3,855 507 826 375 2,147 253,928 324,528

H. Median Age, 2000-10
White, 

Non- 
Hispanic 

Black, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Asian, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Some
Other Race, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Two or More
Races, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

2000 42.6 31.7 32.8 25.2 28.3 23.6 24.4 23.8 26.5
2010 47.2 34.7 38.7 28.8 29.4 25.6 26.1 26.3 29.1

Source: US Census 2010, 2000

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.
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Reference Data, continued Santa Ana Public Library

I. Income Distribution, 2005-09 J. Median Household Income by Race and Ethnicity, 2005-09 ($2009)
Range (ths) Households % of Total White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total % of CA California

<$10 2,757 3.6% $60,684 $62,338 $58,476 $51,851 $54,521 90.3% $60,392
$10 to <$25 10,723 14.2%
$25 to <$50 21,241 28.1%
$50 to <$75 16,637 22.0%
$75 to <$100 10,398 13.7%
$100 to <$150 9,668 12.8%
$150+ 4,291 5.7%

K. Household Type, 2000-10 2000 2000,% 2010 2010,%
Total households 72,993 100.0% 73,174 100.0%
Family Households 60,469 82.8% 59,648 81.5%

Husband-wife w/children 32,092 44.0% 25,139 34.4%
Female head, no husband, w/children 5,362 7.3% 5,934 8.1%

    Male head, no wife, w/children 2,794 3.8% 2,919 4.0%
    Without  children 20,221 27.7% 25,656 35.1%
Nonfamily households 12,524 17.2% 13,526 18.5%
    Living alone 9,021 12.4% 9,254 12.6%
    Other nonfamily 3,503 4.8% 4,272 5.8% Source: US Census 2010, 2000

L. Household Type by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total
Total households 13,289 1,432 9,446 48,412 73,174
Husband-wife family 37.7% 37.3% 57.5% 62.3% 56.6%
Family with male head, no wife 4.7% 8.4% 7.1% 10.3% 8.8%
Family with female head, no husband 10.8% 19.3% 13.1% 18.2% 16.1%
Living alone 35.5% 27.6% 16.2% 5.1% 12.6%
Other nonfamily 11.4% 7.4% 6.0% 4.1% 5.8%

M. Poverty, 2005-09
Percentage of families and people whose income in the past 12 months is below the poverty level California
All families 14.8% 9.8%
Families w/ related children under 18 years 18.7% 14.5%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present 28.9% 24.2%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present w/ related children under 18 years 36.8% 32.2%

Source: US 
Census 2010
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All people 17.3% 13.2%
Under 18 years 23.4% 18.3%
18 to 64 years 14.7% 11.9%
65 years and over 12.4% 8.4%

N. Educational Attainment, 2005-09 % at each level of educational attainment
White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total

Population 25 years and over 27,347 2,871 21,398 137,116 190,690
    Less than high school 10.4% 11.3% 27.2% 61.5% 49.0%
    High school graduate (includes equivalency) 22.9% 29.6% 20.2% 20.6% 21.2%
    Some college or associate's degree 35.3% 31.6% 27.7% 13.1% 18.4%
    Bachelor's degree or higher 31.5% 27.5% 24.9% 4.8% 11.4%

O. Employment Status, 2010-11 2010 June 2011
In civilian labor force 160,600 158,900

Employed 136,500 135,900
Unemployed, % of labor force 15.0% 14.5% Source: CA Employment Development Department

P. Occupation, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 153,896 100.0%

Management, professional, and related occupations 24,564 16.0%
Service occupations 39,806 25.9%
Sales and office occupations 33,144 21.5%
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1,997 1.3%
Construction, extraction, maintenance, and repair occupations 20,231 13.1%
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 34,154 22.2%

Q. Class of Worker, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 153,896 100.0%

Private, for profit, wage and salary employee 126,657 82.3%
Private, not for profit, wage and salary employee 5,032 3.3%
Private, for profit, wage and salary self-employed in own business 2,051 1.3%
Government workers 10,851 7.1%
Self-employed in own not incorporated business 9,174 6.0%
Unpaid family workers in family business 131 0.1%

Source: American Community Survey 2005-09, unless otherwise stated ProfileTemplate 9-8-11.xlsm

Note: In the American Community Survey and for US Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.  White, NH
         represents White, Non-Hispanic.  Black and Asian are Hispanic inclusive.
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