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Highlights 

 
Population Growth: The City of Los Angeles, the largest city 
in the state, added 98,000 people over the last ten years 
bringing total population to nearly 3.8 million. This ten-year 
population growth rate of under 3% is far below the 
statewide growth rate of 10%. The Hispanic population grew 
by nearly 120,000 and the Asian population added 55,000. In 
contrast, the black population declined by 55,000. Most of 
the population gain occurred in the working-age population, 
which grew by 155,000. The number of young people 
declined by 97,000.  

Diversity: The population mix shifted only slightly over the past ten years, with the 
Hispanic share of total population increasing from 47% to 48% and the Asian share 
increasing from 10% to 11%. The black share of total population declined from 11% to 
9%.  

Age Structure: Los Angeles remains younger than the state overall with a median age 
of 34 compared with 35 statewide. A substantial increase in the working-age 
population, combined with a decline in the number of children, caused the median 
age to increase from 32 to 34 over the past ten years. Although the number of people 
age 65+ increased, their share of total remained at 10%. Mirroring the statewide 
trends, the Hispanic population is younger than the white, non-Hispanic population. 

Income: Households in the City of Los Angeles generally have lower incomes than do 
households statewide. Median household income is $49,000, just 80% of the 
statewide median of $60,000, and 27% of households have income less than $25,000 
compared with 20% statewide. The unemployment rate currently at nearly 14% 
remains persistently above the state level. More than 19% of all individuals are living 
below the federal poverty level compared with 13% statewide.  

Foreign Born: Forty percent of the population is foreign born, well above the 
statewide share of 27%. The City of Los Angeles has a higher share of immigrants from 
Latin America, particularly from outside Mexico, than is true statewide. Nineteen 
percent of all households are linguistically isolated (no one in the household age 14 
and over speaks English at least “very well.”) 
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1. Population by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010 2. Race and Ethnicity by Library-Defined Age Group, 2010  

White,NH Black,NH Asian,NH Other,NH Hispanic

65 to 84 Older adults

85+, Oldest

Total

Age group

In thousands; males on left, females on right

       Key Indicators

2000 2010

Population Growth

Total population 3,694,820 3,792,621

10-year growth 6.0% 2.6%

Diversity

% Hispanic 46.5% 48.5%

% Asian, non-Hispanic 9.9% 11.1%

% White, non-Hispanic 29.7% 28.7%

% Black, non-Hispanic 10.9% 9.2%

Aging

% 65+ 9.7% 10.5%

Median age 31.6 34.1

Households

% Married couple with children 23.5% 19.3%

% Living alone 28.4% 28.3%

4. Population Total, 1990-2010

2010 Change % Change 

Total 3,792,621 97,801 2.6%

85+ 58,978 14,789 33.5%

65 to 84 337,718 24,778 7.9%

46 to 64 822,316 186,374 29.3%

33 to 45 743,422 -20,957 -2.7%

19 to 32 897,714 -5,572 -0.6%

14 to 18 261,865 19,278 7.9%

  11 to 13 141,064 -10,115 -6.7%

6 to 10 231,095 -63,146 -21.5%

0 to 5 298,449 -47,628 -13.8%

Source: US Census 2010, 2000, or 1990 
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 6. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets 7. 10-Year Change in Population, 2000-10

 8. Population by Age, Race, and Ethnicity, 2010

3,694,820 3,792,621
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100+

White, Non-Hispanic

White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Total*

 Population 347,380 420,212 3,792,621

 Share of Total 28.7% 9.2% 11.1% 48.5% 100.0%

 % 65+ 17.2% 12.8% 14.3% 5.3% 10.5%

 % 20-64 67.2% 62.8% 68.9% 60.1% 63.3%

  % under 5 4.1% 5.4% 3.9% 8.8% 6.6%

 9. Age Mix by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 11. Household Language, 2005-09

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted 
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1,086,908 1,838,822
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10. Foreign Born, 2005-09

100 50 0 50 100 100 50 0 50 100

39%

25%

27%

6%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Region of Origin

1,500,633
39.6%% Foreign Born:

Other

Other 
Latin 

America

Asia

Europe

Mexico

19%

36%

45%

Linguistically Isolated**

At least one other language and English

English only
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Wh=White; Bl=Black; As=Asian; Oth=Other Race or Two or More Races; Hisp=Hispanic; NH=Non-Hispanic; ACS=American Community Survey 2005-09
*See pages 5-6 for detail on Other, Non-Hispanic
**Linguistically Isolated = No one in the household age 14 and over speaks English at least "very well"

Source: ACS 2005-09Source: ACS 2005-09
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12. Household Income, 2005-09 13. Labor Force and Unemployment, 2006-11

14. Household Type, 2010
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17. Educational Attainment for the Population Age 25 and Over by Race and Ethnicity*

Source: US Census 2010, unless otherwise noted
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*Wh,NH=White,Non-Hispanic; Bl=Black,Hispanic Inclusive; As=Asian,Hispanic Inclusive; Hisp=Hispanic(Includes all races); CA=California Total

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.
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Reference Data Los Angeles Public Library

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

A. Total Population
2000 Total 1,099,188 401,986 364,850 109,723 8,897 4,484 9,065 87,277 1,719,073 3,694,820
2000 % of Total 29.7% 10.9% 9.9% 3.0% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 2.4% 46.5% 100.0%
2010 Total 1,086,908 347,380 420,212 99,299 6,589 4,300 12,057 76,353 1,838,822 3,792,621
2010 % of Total 28.7% 9.2% 11.1% 2.6% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 2.0% 48.5% 100.0%

B. Population in Major Age Groups by Race and Ethnicity
2000

0-19 188,431 119,004 76,474 35,265 2,449 1,260 3,080 28,476 671,875 1,091,049
20-64 719,013 236,752 243,915 65,980 5,784 2,945 5,397 51,854 980,982 2,246,642

65+ 191,744 46,230 44,461 8,478 664 279 588 6,947 66,216 357,129
85+ 27,681 5,631 4,139 878 73 32 89 684 5,860 44,189

2010
0-19 169,433 84,797 70,596 32,730 1,326 979 4,352 26,073 636,904 994,460

20-64 730,544 218,036 289,651 58,902 4,513 2,986 7,078 44,325 1,104,332 2,401,465
65+ 186,931 44,547 59,965 7,667 750 335 627 5,955 97,586 396,696
85+ 34,189 6,058 8,142 926 88 30 54 754 9,663 58,978

C. Age Mix for Each Racial and Ethnic Group
2000

0-19 17.1% 29.6% 21.0% 32.1% 27.5% 28.1% 34.0% 32.6% 39.1% 29.5%
20-64 65.4% 58.9% 66.9% 60.1% 65.0% 65.7% 59.5% 59.4% 57.1% 60.8%

65+ 17.4% 11.5% 12.2% 7.7% 7.5% 6.2% 6.5% 8.0% 3.9% 9.7%
85+ 2.5% 1.4% 1.1% 0.8% 0.8% 0.7% 1.0% 0.8% 0.3% 1.2%

2010
0-19 15.6% 24.4% 16.8% 33.0% 20.1% 22.8% 36.1% 34.1% 34.6% 26.2%

20-64 67.2% 62.8% 68.9% 59.3% 68.5% 69.4% 58.7% 58.1% 60.1% 63.3%

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic
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65+ 17.2% 12.8% 14.3% 7.7% 11.4% 7.8% 5.2% 7.8% 5.3% 10.5%
85+ 3.1% 1.7% 1.9% 0.9% 1.3% 0.7% 0.4% 1.0% 0.5% 1.6%

D. Racial and Ethnic Mix for Each Age Group
2000

0-19 17.3% 10.9% 7.0% 3.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 2.6% 61.6% 100.0%
20-64 32.0% 10.5% 10.9% 2.9% 0.3% 0.1% 0.2% 2.3% 43.7% 100.0%

65+ 53.7% 12.9% 12.4% 2.4% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 1.9% 18.5% 100.0%
85+ 62.6% 12.7% 9.4% 2.0% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 1.5% 13.3% 100.0%

2010
0-19 17.0% 8.5% 7.1% 3.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.4% 2.6% 64.0% 100.0%

20-64 30.4% 9.1% 12.1% 2.5% 0.2% 0.1% 0.3% 1.8% 46.0% 100.0%
65+ 47.1% 11.2% 15.1% 1.9% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 1.5% 24.6% 100.0%
85+ 58.0% 10.3% 13.8% 1.6% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 1.3% 16.4% 100.0%

E. Population Growth
2000-10, Change

0-19 -18,998 -34,207 -5,878 -2,535 -1,123 -281 1,272 -2,403 -34,971 -96,589
20-64 11,531 -18,716 45,736 -7,078 -1,271 41 1,681 -7,529 123,350 154,823

65+ -4,813 -1,683 15,504 -811 86 56 39 -992 31,370 39,567
85+ 6,508 427 4,003 48 15 -2 -35 70 3,803 14,789

Total -12,280 -54,606 55,362 -10,424 -2,308 -184 2,992 -10,924 119,749 97,801

2000-10, % Change
0-19 -10.1% -28.7% -7.7% -7.2% -45.9% -22.3% 41.3% -8.4% -5.2% -8.9%

20-64 1.6% -7.9% 18.8% -10.7% -22.0% 1.4% 31.1% -14.5% 12.6% 6.9%
65+ -2.5% -3.6% 34.9% -9.6% 13.0% 20.1% 6.6% -14.3% 47.4% 11.1%
85+ 23.5% 7.6% 96.7% 5.5% 20.5% -6.3% -39.3% 10.2% 64.9% 33.5%

Total -1.1% -13.6% 15.2% -9.5% -25.9% -4.1% 33.0% -12.5% 7.0% 2.6%
Source: US Census 2010, 2000
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Reference Data, continued Los Angeles Public Library

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander

Some
Other
Race

Two or More
Races

F. Population by Library-Defined Age Groups, 2010
0-5 52,670 22,308 19,513 11,788 364 241 1,438 9,745 192,170 298,449

6-10 39,036 19,498 15,076 7,537 291 206 1,056 5,984 149,948 231,095
11-13 22,720 12,576 9,552 4,119 201 142 561 3,215 92,097 141,064
14-18 42,476 24,773 19,822 7,252 381 296 1,063 5,512 167,542 261,865
19-32 235,055 70,511 108,022 26,244 1,383 1,236 3,164 20,461 457,882 897,714
33-45 208,993 62,386 84,611 17,095 1,342 909 2,178 12,666 370,337 743,422
46-64 299,027 90,781 103,651 17,597 1,877 935 1,970 12,815 311,260 822,316
65-84 152,742 38,489 51,823 6,741 662 305 573 5,201 87,923 337,718

85+ 34,189 6,058 8,142 926 88 30 54 754 9,663 58,978
Total 1,086,908 347,380 420,212 99,299 6,589 4,300 12,057 76,353 1,838,822 3,792,621

G. Population by 5-Year Age Brackets, 2010
0-4 44,256 18,649 16,455 10,097 318 193 1,215 8,371 161,640 251,097
5-9 39,754 19,029 15,151 7,748 286 200 1,064 6,198 149,846 231,528

10-14 38,229 21,262 15,949 6,888 301 242 972 5,373 155,134 237,462
15-19 47,194 25,857 23,041 7,997 421 344 1,101 6,131 170,284 274,373
20-24 75,943 25,998 37,219 9,789 492 453 1,125 7,719 165,594 314,543
25-29 93,440 24,472 40,567 9,409 521 447 1,161 7,280 163,186 331,074
30-34 84,441 22,936 38,167 7,893 481 379 987 6,046 154,389 307,826
35-39 79,982 22,670 35,523 6,919 485 356 884 5,194 147,819 292,913
40-44 81,053 25,387 28,879 6,088 532 337 800 4,419 136,147 277,554
45-49 82,786 27,897 28,050 5,839 608 356 742 4,133 116,666 261,238
50-54 82,813 27,701 29,778 5,211 535 259 607 3,810 96,423 241,926
55-59 79,422 22,916 27,372 4,427 501 208 453 3,265 73,085 207,222
60-64 70,664 18,059 24,096 3,327 358 191 319 2,459 51,023 167,169
65-69 50,885 13,368 17,667 2,400 264 121 213 1,802 34,189 118,509
70-74 39,353 10,906 14,318 1,823 170 81 155 1,417 24,150 90,550
75 79 32 956 8 340 11 168 1 467 139 63 128 1 137 17 353 71 284

White, 
Non- 

Hispanic 

Black, 
Non-

Hispanic

Asian, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Other, 
Non- 

Hispanic

Detail for Other, Non-Hispanic Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population 

2010
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75-79 32,956 8,340 11,168 1,467 139 63 128 1,137 17,353 71,284
80-84 29,548 5,875 8,670 1,051 89 40 77 845 12,231 57,375
85-89 21,949 3,743 5,408 617 49 17 32 519 6,573 38,290
90-94 9,126 1,653 2,139 232 28 10 14 180 2,276 15,426
95-99 2,697 546 526 66 10 2 7 47 686 4,521
100+ 417 116 69 11 1 1 1 8 128 741
Total 1,086,908 347,380 420,212 99,299 6,589 4,300 12,057 76,353 1,838,822 3,792,621

H. Median Age, 2000-10
White, 

Non- 
Hispanic 

Black, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Asian, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

American 
Indian & 

Alaska 
Native, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Native 
Hawaiian & 

Pacific 
Islander, 
Hispanic 
Inclusive

Some
Other Race, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Two or More
Races, 

Hispanic 
Inclusive

Hispanic 
or Latino

Total 
Population

2000 41.0 34.0 35.4 27.6 29.3 24.8 27.7 25.5 31.6
2010 42.4 37.8 38.1 31.9 31.6 27.5 27.8 28.6 34.1

Source: US Census 2010, 2000

Note: In the American Community Survey and for Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.
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Reference Data, continued Los Angeles Public Library

I. Income Distribution, 2005-09 J. Median Household Income by Race and Ethnicity, 2005-09 ($2009)
Range (ths) Households % of Total White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total % of CA California

<$10 102,347 7.9% $68,141 $33,822 $53,142 $37,925 $48,570 80.4% $60,392
$10 to <$25 247,374 19.1%
$25 to <$50 314,657 24.2%
$50 to <$75 220,873 17.0%
$75 to <$100 134,940 10.4%
$100 to <$150 145,456 11.2%
$150+ 132,703 10.2%

K. Household Type, 2000-10 2000 2000,% 2010 2010,%
Total households 1,276,609 100.0% 1,318,168 100.0%
Family Households 807,039 63.2% 807,326 61.2%

Husband-wife w/children 300,067 23.5% 253,756 19.3%
Female head, no husband, w/children 103,969 8.1% 96,615 7.3%

    Male head, no wife, w/children 35,173 2.8% 37,294 2.8%
    Without  children 367,830 28.8% 419,661 31.8%
Nonfamily households 469,570 36.8% 510,842 38.8%
    Living alone 363,076 28.4% 373,529 28.3%
    Other nonfamily 106,494 8.3% 137,313 10.4% Source: US Census 2010, 2000

L. Household Type by Race and Ethnicity, 2010 White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total
Total households 517,658 150,388 159,669 463,022 1,318,168
Husband-wife family 37.1% 19.3% 44.8% 47.8% 39.6%
Family with male head, no wife 3.6% 6.4% 4.8% 11.0% 6.7%
Family with female head, no husband 7.4% 27.6% 10.8% 20.9% 14.9%
Living alone 38.2% 39.5% 29.1% 13.0% 28.3%
Other nonfamily 13.8% 7.3% 10.6% 7.3% 10.4%

M. Poverty, 2005-09
Percentage of families and people whose income in the past 12 months is below the poverty level California
All families 15.8% 9.8%
Families w/ related children under 18 years 22.9% 14.5%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present 30.6% 24.2%
Families w/ female householder, no husband present w/ related children under 18 years 41.1% 32.2%

Source: US 
Census 2010
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All people 19.1% 13.2%
Under 18 years 27.9% 18.3%
18 to 64 years 16.7% 11.9%
65 years and over 13.0% 8.4%

N. Educational Attainment, 2005-09 % at each level of educational attainment
White, NH Black Asian Hispanic Total

Population 25 years and over 860,580 249,604 300,337 1,016,253 2,464,409
    Less than high school 6.7% 16.2% 11.9% 51.7% 26.9%
    High school graduate (includes equivalency) 17.0% 27.0% 16.3% 23.3% 20.6%
    Some college or associate's degree 27.4% 35.5% 22.0% 16.4% 23.1%
    Bachelor's degree or higher 48.9% 21.3% 49.9% 8.6% 29.4%

O. Employment Status, 2010-11 2010 June 2011
In civilian labor force 1,914,700 1,896,400

Employed 1,647,900 1,638,400
Unemployed, % of labor force 13.9% 13.6% Source: CA Employment Development Department

P. Occupation, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 1,802,571 100.0%

Management, professional, and related occupations 611,277 33.9%
Service occupations 349,800 19.4%
Sales and office occupations 439,037 24.4%
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 5,159 0.3%
Construction, extraction, maintenance, and repair occupations 163,428 9.1%
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 233,870 13.0%

Q. Class of Worker, 2005-09 Estimate Percent
Civilian employed population, 16 yrs & over 1,802,571 100.0%

Private, for profit, wage and salary employee 1,247,322 69.2%
Private, not for profit, wage and salary employee 103,665 5.8%
Private, for profit, wage and salary self-employed in own business 68,423 3.8%
Government workers 177,077 9.8%
Self-employed in own not incorporated business 202,509 11.2%
Unpaid family workers in family business 3,575 0.2%

Source: American Community Survey 2005-09, unless otherwise stated ProfileTemplate 9-8-11.xlsm

Note: In the American Community Survey and for US Census variables other than population, Hispanic origin is not broken out for all races.  White, NH
         represents White, Non-Hispanic.  Black and Asian are Hispanic inclusive.
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