
VI. Service Limitations of Existing County  
Library 

 
 
According to Section 20430. Definitions, an existing public library is ‘a facility operated to 
provide public library direct service, either owned or leased, if the lease has a total 
duration of not less than 20 years. The currently Fontana Library leases a building 
temporarily housing library services for less than a 20-year period (a five year period). 
Based on the Library Bond Act regulations, this building does not qualify as an existing 
library. 
 
 

VII. Physical Limitations of Existing County 
Library 

 
 
According to Section 20430. Definitions, an existing public library is ‘a facility operated to 
provide public library direct service, either owned or leased, if the lease has a total 
duration of not less than 20 years. The currently Fontana Library leases a building 
temporarily housing library services for less than a 20-year period (a five year period). 
Based on the Library Bond Act regulations, this building does not qualify as an existing 
library. 
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VIII. Space Needs Assessment 
 

A.LIBRARY COLLECTIONS 
 

1. CURRENT STATUS 
 
The current book collection at the temporary library facility includes 68,915 items. Of 
those items, 8.9% are Children’s materials and 17.9% are Juvenile materials for a total 
of 26.8% in the Children’s Library. Young adult materials are 9.2% of the book collection 
for a total of 36% of the book collection dedicated to youth. Of the 68,915 current book 
materials, 14.9% are Adult fiction materials, including paperbacks, and 33.3% are Non-
Fiction materials. Of the total volume of book collections, 4.8% are Spanish, and 9.8% 
are Reference. Below is a table representing the total current and proposed book 
collections: 
 
Collection Current % Current Proposed % Proposed  % Increase

       
Spanish 3,329 4.8% 25,004 11.1%  *  651.1% 
Children’s 6,138 8.9% 45,675 20.3% **   644.1% 
Juvenile 12,322 17.9% 25,991 11.6% ***  110.9% 
Young Adult 4,439 6.4% 12,996 5.8%  192.8% 
Young Adult Paperback 1,925 2.8% 8,507 3.8%  341.9% 
Adult Fiction 7,063 10.2% 23,792 10.6%  236.9% 
Adult Paperback 3,232 4.7% 7,003 3.1%  116.7% 
Non-Fiction 22,973 33.3% 58,492 26.1%  154.6% 
Large Print 761 1.1% 2,491 1.1%  227.3% 
Reference 6,733 9.8% 14,500 6.5%  115.4% 

TOTAL 68,915 100.0% 224,451 100.0%   
* Total proposed Spanish collection is 16.5% (including Spanish materials in Children’s). 
** Proposed Children’s materials include Spanish language materials. 
*** Proposed combined total of Children’s and Juvenile materials is 31.9% 
 
Below is a table representing the overall total of current and proposed collections: 
 
Collection Current % Current Proposed % Proposed  % Increase

       
Books 68,915 89.1% 224,451 87.7%  225.7% 
Multimedia 4,930 6.4% 25,000 9.8%  407.1% 
Periodicals/Magazines 3,508 4.5% 6,457 2.5%     84.1% 

TOTAL 77,353 100.0% 255,908 100.0%   
 
The current size of the service area in 2003 is 145,800. The current book collections 
contain an inadequate 0.79 materials per capita. This number is based on combined 
book collections from the Fontana Library and the Kaiser Library, divided by the 
population above. The new permanent Library facility will contain 224,451 materials, for 
a per capita of 2.3 materials per person, an increase of 191%. This number is based on 
combined book collections from the Fontana Library, Kaiser Library, and the proposed 
Summit Library to open in 2005, divided by the population above. 
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2. FUTURE COLLECTIONS 

 
The total collection at the new Fontana Library is projected to be 255,908 items. The 
percent of materials in circulation will change with each subcategory. The total of the 
book collection will be 224,451, with a 33.40% circulation rate. The total of the 
multimedia collection will be 25,000 with a 32.6% circulation rate. The periodical 
collection will be 6,457 with a 10.2% circulation rate. 
 
Of the new Library’s book collection, 20.3% will be Children’s materials and 11.6% will 
be Juvenile materials for a total of 31.9% of the book collection in the Children’s Library. 
Another 8.4% will be Young Adult materials for a total of 40.3% of the collection 
dedicated to youth. Of the book collection, 14.8% will be Adult Fiction materials and 
26.1% will be Non-Fiction materials. Of the total collections, 5.7% will be Reference 
materials. Of the total book collection, 16.5% will be Spanish language materials. 
 

a.  Fiction 
 
The Adult Fiction Collection will have 33,286 volumes including Mysteries, Science 
Fiction, Paperbacks, New Books, and other genres as well as large print items. The 
projected Adult Fiction collection is 14.8% of the book collection. The Adult fiction will be 
located in the Fiction Collection and Seating area. New Books will be placed near the 
Circulation and Information Desks. Adult Fiction will have a total circulation rate of 
37.2%, leaving 20,911 books on the shelves.  

 
b.  Non-Fiction 

 
The proposed Non-Fiction collection will include 58,492 volumes. The Non-Fiction 
collection is 26.1% of the book collection. Young Adult and Adult Non-Fiction will be 
interfiled in the Non-Fiction Collection. Non-Fiction will have a circulation rate of 35%, 
leaving 38,020 books on the shelves. 
 

c.  Reference 
 
The new Fontana Library will serve as a regional reference library. The proposed 
Reference collection will include 14,500 volumes, 6.5% of the book collection, including 
encyclopedias, directories, and other reference materials. The Reference collection will 
be located near the Reference desk and near the Copy Center. 
 

d.  Children and Juvenile’s 
 
The total number of Children’s book holdings will be 45,675. The total number of the 
Juvenile book holdings will be 25,991. The combined total of Children’s and Juvenile 
book holdings is 71,666 volumes. This represents 31.9% of the projected book 
collections. The Children’s Collection will be adjacent to the Juvenile Collection in the 
Children’s Library. The circulation rate for Children’s and Juvenile holdings will be 
34.5%, leaving 46,938 books on the shelves, including Children’s Spanish language 
materials. Easy Readers will total 10,010 volumes, and Picture Books will total 16,003 
for a total of 26,013 volumes. These books will be located in shorter shelving units with 
an anticipated 46.15% circulation rate.  
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e.  Young Adult 
 
The Library will have 21,503 total Young Adult books, including fiction, paperbacks, and 
other popular items. This represents 9.6% of the book collection. The proposed Young 
Adult collection will be adjacent to the Young Adult Cyber Café study area.  The Young 
Adult materials will have an expected circulation rate of 40%, leaving 12,902 materials 
on the shelves. 
 

f.  Spanish 
 
In order to meet the needs of a growing Hispanic population in the service area, the 
Library will increase its holdings of all Spanish books, including Children’s, to 37,012. 
Compared to the City as a whole, Fontana Hispanic residents who do not speak English 
well or not at all represent 11% of the total population and 20% of the Hispanic 
population. Adult Spanish book materials will represent 11.1% of the total book 
collections with a 35% circulation rate. With the children’s collection of 12,008 Spanish 
books, all Spanish language books will total 37,012, 16.5% of the Library’s book 
collection. The Library expects 24,659 Spanish books on the shelf at any given time. 
Non-Fiction Spanish language books will be located in a section of the Non-Fiction 
Collections and the Fiction Spanish language books will be located within the Fiction 
collection. The children’s Spanish language books will be located in the Children’s 
Library. 
 

g.  Multimedia 
 
The Library will have 25,000 Multimedia materials including books on cassette, compact 
discs, DVDs, CD-ROMs, and videos. This represents 9.8% of the total collection of all 
materials. The Multimedia Library will be placed next to the New Books. Multimedia 
materials will have an overall circulation rate of 32.6%, leaving 16,843 materials on the 
shelves. 
 

h.  Periodicals 
 
The Library will have 6,457 total periodicals, including newspapers and magazines for 
Adults, Young Adults, and Children. The Periodical section will be located in the Rotunda 
Reading Room and adjacent space. Periodicals will have a 10.1% circulation rate, 
leaving 5,869 items on the shelves. 
 

3. CAPACITY OF BUILDING 
 
The Library has appropriated 13,939 square feet for shelving the proposed total 
collection of 255,908 materials, of which 172,206 materials will be on the shelves at any 
given time. Based on a 32.7% total circulation rate, the amount of square footage 
required to shelve the collection is based on the number of materials in each category, 
the type of shelving and its capacity, the amount of standard shelving needed to hold 
those materials in each category, and the space required for those shelving units. Based 
on these considerations, the Library insured that each Library area contained adequate 
space to house its respective collection. Adjustments were made for spaces that 
required suitable shelving units, such as shorter shelving for the Children’s Library. 
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The attached charts include detail of the space needed for the new Library’s proposed 
collection. 
 

4. COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTIFICATION 
 
By the year 2020, the Fontana Library service area population is estimated to be 
215,937, an increase of 67% over a 20 year period. City-wide, the current collection is 
very inadequate at 0.79 items per capita. To exceed the California state average for 
items per capita, while accommodating the population growth, the Library is increasing 
its total collections from 77,353 to 255,908, a 231% increase. 
 
In developing a new per capita figure and adequate collection size, the Library included 
the collections of two other service area branches. The Kaiser Library, located 7 miles 
south of the Fontana Library, has a total collection of 37,337. The proposed Summit 
Library to be built by 2005, will be located 6 miles to the north of the Fontana Library and 
will be similar in size and capacity to the Kaiser Library. Taking these two libraries into 
consideration, the projected collection size will be 2.3 items per capita. This exceeds the 
California average of 1.88 items per capita by 22%. 
 
The Library calculated its proposed collection based on information collected through a 
variety of means. Based on updated profiles, patron usage and requests, interviews with 
branch managers and librarians, circulations statistics, and demographic patterns, the 
Library developed its proposed collection. For example, the Library calculated its 
proposed circulation rates based on current circulation statistics as well as projected 
population growth.  
 
Besides the increase in volumes overall from the current to the proposed collections, the 
new Fontana Library will increase its collections significantly in several content areas. 
Specifically, collections are proposed to increase 651% for Spanish materials, 644% for 
Children’s materials, 238% for young adult materials, and 407% for multimedia 
materials. 
 
While many English-fluent Hispanics enjoy reading Spanish language materials, the new 
Fontana Library will focus on providing materials for residents with limited or no English 
skills, who need Spanish-language materials in print, electronic, and audio-visual 
formats. The number of Spanish language materials was based the fact that Fontana 
residents who do not speak English well or not at all represent 11% of the total 
population. While Hispanics consist of 58% of the Fontana population, 23% of Hispanics 
speak English only and 39% speak English very well. The Library will increase its 
holdings of Spanish materials (not including Children’s Spanish language materials) from 
3,329 materials to 25,004, a 651% increase. Including the 12,008 Children’s materials, 
the increase of Spanish language books will be 1012%. Spanish items will be 16.5% of 
the total book collection. The Library will designate sections within Fiction, Non-Fiction, 
and Children’s Library collections as Spanish language materials. 
 
In the City of Fontana, children under the age of 10 consist of a large percentage of the 
population (22%). The City of Fontana, based on the need for more children’s and local 
school joint use programming, will offer an expanded range of children’s services in the 
Library. The Library has accordingly increased its Children’s collection by 644% from 
6,138 materials to 45,675 materials. This includes a 476% increase from 1,738 to 10,010 
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in Children’s Easy Readers, and a 264% increase from 4,400 to 16,003 in Children’s 
Picture Books. There are also an additional 7,497 Children’s paperbacks and 12,008 
Children’s Spanish language materials. 
 
Another large segment of the population in Fontana is young people ages 10-17, 
representing 16% of the population. There are also several schools located near the 
Library who may take part in joint use activities at the Library. In order to fulfill the needs 
of these Young Adults, the Library has increased its collection for this group. The Library 
has increased the number of Young Adult materials from the current holdings by 15,139 
materials, a 238% increase. 
 
Based on survey respondents’ interest in more multimedia materials and their current 
popularity, the Library will increase its holdings of CDs, Audio Cassettes, DVDs, and 
Video Cassettes by 407% from 4,930 materials to 25,000 materials. 
 
Attached is a detailed collections chart for the new Library, including the size, format, 
category and subcategory of each collection, including volumes per linear foot and 
percent in circulation. Also attached is a chart showing calculations used to translate 
each collection into required space needs, including number and type of shelving units, 
volumes per storage unit, and assignable square feet per unit. 
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7. STAFF OFFICES AND WORKSTATIONS 

 
a.  Staffing 

 
The following chart indicates the total number of staff and FTEs: 
 
STAFF POSITION FTE 
Librarian III - Branch Manager 1 
Librarian II - Assistant Branch Manager 1 
Library Associate - Children's Librarian 1 
Library Assistant - Young Adult Specialist 1 
Library Assistant - Joint Use Specialist 1 
Library Assistant - Technology Specialist 1 
Library Assistant - Literacy Specialist 1 
Library Assistant - Reference Specialist 1 
Library Assistant - LITE Early Childhood 
Specialist 

1 

Librarian 1 
Library Clerk 1 
Public Service Employee - Borrower Services 1 
Public Service Employee - Youth Services 1 
Borrower Services Staff 6 
Family Training and Learning Staff 6 
Technology & Reference Staff 4 
Information Technology Computer Specialist 0.125 

TOTAL 29.125 
 

b.  Standards Used 
 
The Library calculated the total number of staff needed to exceed the current staffing per 
capita of the County system at 1 FTE per 5,463 persons. Staffing was adjusted based on 
the staffing at the existing Kaiser Library and proposed Summit Library. The County 
Library system also operates with a central administrative department, which was 
considered. 
 

c.  Staff Workstations 
 
Staff are appropriated a certain amount of space dependent upon their job description 
and the capacity to which they fulfill the needs of the Library. Accordingly, each staff 
member will require different spacing needs.  
 
Firstly, all furniture and equipment have to be determined for each functional position, 
depending on each individual’s specifications. Once these needs are designed, these 
requirements are entered into Libris to determine the required square footage to 
accommodate it. The information generated from Libris helps establish space needs for 
each staff person. This calculation method is in accordance with the County Library 
standards for required square footage.  
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d.  Calculations Used 
 
There are two factors that impacted the projected size of staff. The first is that the 
population of Fontana will be serviced by 3 libraries: the Fontana Library, the Kaiser 
Library, and the future Summit Library in 2005. The Kaiser Library has 4.5 FTE staff. The 
Summit Library will be similar in capacity to the Kaiser Library.  
 
The second factor is based on of the involvement of the County Central Administration 
Library Staff. They are responsible for many activities that the Fontana staff does not 
need to conduct, therefore reducing staffing requirements. The Administration Staff is 
responsible for time-consuming duties such as book ordering, book repair, overdue 
notices, and production of educational and outreach materials. This greatly reduces the 
workload of the staff at the Branch level. In addition, volunteers are used to supplement 
staffing. 
 
With consideration to these two factors, the County Library set the staffing level to 
exceed the current County system per capita of 1 FTE per 5,463 persons. The staffing at 
the new Fontana Library yields 1 FTE per 5,006 persons, a 9% increase in staffing. 
 
The attached list describes the calculations for furniture and equipment space 
requirements that were used to determine staff office sizes and the assignable square 
footages. 
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