Neither trade isolation nor international activism have become dominant directions in American public opinion on foreign trade.  What has emerged is adoption by the public of a position best characterized by the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations as “pragmatic internationalism.”  “Pragmatic internationalism” means that Americans are generally committed to an active trade and foreign relations role for the U.S. in the world.  Despite polling limitations, the accumulated findings over the ten-year period reviewed by the California Research Bureau, support the view that the public is generally aware of both the positive and negative impact of foreign trade on their home life.  They have also become more concerned about economic vulnerability.

